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Welcome

You are invited by JTP, on behalf of 
St William, to the Beckton Gasworks 
Community Planning Weekend to help 
shape the Vision for the regeneration of 
this historic site on the banks of the River 
Thames. Please come along, for some, part 
or all of the weekend!

The former Gasworks is an important site in 
Beckton, owned by St William Homes LLP 
(part of the Berkeley Group). The site has been 
allocated in the 2018 Newham Local Plan 

Potential Questions to Consider This Weekend
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How can we unlock 
an inaccessible site?

How can we celebrate the 
unique history of Beckton?

How can we provide a vibrant 
neighbourhood parade?

15

15

15

How can we promote 
sustainable transport?

How can we aid Newham 
in it’s COVID recovery?

How can we further 
involve the community?

15
15
15

How can we provide safe, 
quality homes for all?

How can we provide 
local opportunities?

How can we improve 
community health & wellbeing?

15

15

15

How can we provide 
improved public spaces?

How can Beckton Gasworks 
become a catalyst of wider 

regeneration?

How can we restore 
land quality?

for comprehensive residential-led, mixed-use 
development. The redevelopment provides an 
opportunity to bring forward high-quality new 
homes, a mix of other uses, significant public 
realm and connections to and through the site, 
including access to the historic river frontage.

Give us your ideas
St William is committed to working closely with 
the local community and hard to reach groups 
and has appointed architects and community 
planners from JTP to facilitate the Beckton 
Gasworks (Phase One) Community Planning 
Weekend (CPW), which will be open to everyone.  

Alongside the Community Planning Weekend, 
Iceni will be working with St William on a 
community engagement strategy, including an 
opportunity to share your ideas with us through 
a dedicated website and email address. Further 
details to follow.

Reporting Back The Vision
After the public workshop days, the team will 
analyse and summarise the outcomes and 
draw up a shared Vision for Beckton Gasworks, 
presenting back to the local community on 
Tuesday evening 7 November. 
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Programme
What to expect at a Community Planning Weekend 

Friday 3 November
Public Workshops - Day 1 
Venue: Art in the Docks

1.30pm   Doors open & exhibition begins 
2.00pm Welcome and introduction
2.10pm  Talking Workshop
    Young People’s Workshop
3.10pm  Refreshment break
3.30pm Hands-on Planning Workshops
4.30pm   Refreshment break
4.45pm   Feedback from Hands-on Planning  
   Workshops
5.30pm   Close

Saturday 4 November
Public Workshops - Day 2
Venue: Art in the Docks 

11.30am Doors open and exhibition begins
11.50am  Welcome and introduction
12.00pm  Talking Workshop
   Young People’s Workshop 
1.00pm  Lunch break
1.30pm  Hands-on Planning Workshops
   Young People’s Workshop (continued)
2.45pm  Refreshment break
3.00pm Feedback from Hands-on Planning  
   Workshops
3.30pm Next Steps Workshop
4.00pm Close 

Beckton Gasworks (Phase 1) Community Planning Weekend Programme

Tuesday 7 November
Report Back Presentation
Venue: Art in the Docks 

6.30pm  Doors open
6.45pm   Report Back of the Vision for  
     Beckton Gasworks
8.00pm Close

Continuing community engagement

11 October 
2023

3 & 4 November 
2023

7 November 
2023

Spring 2024

Launch
Community 

Planning 
Weekend

Report Back 
Presentation

Planning 
Application
Submission

Spring 
2024

Proposed 
Consultation 

Event
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Applicant

The Team

Architects, Masterplanners & Placemakers

JTP is an award-winning international placemaking 
practice of architects and masterplanners with 
extensive experience of delivering successful 
projects for both private and public sectors 
throughout the UK and Europe.

From our studios in London and Bristol we undertake 
placemaking projects at every scale, from cities and 
towns, to neighbourhoods, streets and the design 
of individual buildings; creating new places and 
breathing life into old ones.

Transport Consultants

Vectos is a specialist, independent consultancy in 
transport planning, infrastructure design and flood 
risk. With a focus on value and society, we bring 
development forward positively and sustainability.

Planning Consultants

Quod is a dynamic independent consultancy at the 
cutting edge of planning, development economics, 
socio-economics and environmental planning based 
in London and Leeds. Founded in May 2010, we use 
our extensive and unrivalled experience in advising 
on strategic and complex sites to help deliver some 
of the most exciting developments in London and 
across the UK.

Landscape Architects

HTA is a practice of over 200 architects, urbanists, 
planners, landscape architects, interior designers, 
sustainability specialists, graphic designers and 
researchers. Our collective focus is on creating great 
places to live and we have a 50 year track record of 
the design and delivery of better housing.

St William are unlocking some of the most 
technically complex regeneration sites at the 
heart of communities across London and the 
South East of England, creating homes for 
everyone. The places built by St William will be 
renowned for the quality of their public realm 
an open spaces. To achieve this we adopt a 
landscape-led approach, on every site, which 
can be summarised as “first life, then spaces, 
then buildings.” So on every site, we start with 
the landscape. This is a practical way to open up 
and reconnect places that have been closed to 
the public for decades.

Below shows some of our developments, which 
we are proud to say are a testament to our 
vision.

Stakeholder Engagement

The engagement team at Iceni Projects are 
supporting St William with community engagement. 
Iceni put stakeholder engagement and consultation 
at the heart of what we do to support the creation 
of great places. We help clients undertake effective 
and meaningful dialogue with local communities.

Consultant Team
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PLACES THAT STAND 
THE TEST OF TIME

10 STRATEGIC PRIORITIES

WHY ARE THESE OUR PRIORITIES?

CUSTOMERS
Put our customers at the heart of our decisions and provide an 
industry-leading home buying experience.

QUALITY
Lead the industry in producing high quality,  
safe homes for all.

COMMUNITIES
Transform underused land into unique, well connected and 
welcoming places where people and communities can thrive  
for the long-term.

CLIMATE ACTION
Play an active role in tackling the global climate emergency by 
creating low carbon, resilient homes.

NATURE
Create a biodiversity net gain and make a measurable 
contribution to the natural environment on every development.

EMPLOYEE EXPERIENCE
Create a positive working environment for our people; one that fosters 

respect, support, wellbeing, safety and inclusivity.

MODERNISED PRODUCTION
Harness advanced manufacturing and digital technology to build more 

homes and to achieve higher standards of quality, safety and sustainability.

FUTURE SKILLS
Equip our people with the skills they need both now  

and for the future, enhancing social mobility and  
inspiring new talent to join the industry. 

SUPPLY CHAIN
Build a responsible and constructive supply chain;  

one that is productive, practical and profitable, sustainable,  
ethical and dependable.

SHARED VALUE
Allocate capital to deliver sustainable returns to our  

shareholders whilst creating value for our other stakeholders,  
including through the work of the Berkeley Foundation.

EXCEPTIONAL PEOPLE 
AND RESOURCES
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CUSTOMERS

Maintaining the 
trust, loyalty and 
advocacy of 
our customers 
is fundamental to 
our business model 
and sets Berkeley 
apart from other 
homebuilders.

QUALITY

Creating unique 
homes and places 
of lasting quality 
is fundamental to 
our brand, purpose, 
values and working 
culture.

COMMUNITIES

We believe 
that holistic 
placemaking 
can strengthen 
communities and 
make a lasting 
positive difference 
to people’s lives.

CLIMATE ACTION

We believe every 
business has a 
duty to tackle the 
global climate 
emergency and we 
want to continue 
leading our industry 
in taking decisive 
action.

NATURE

We want to play 
a lead role in 
nature’s recovery 
and to create more 
beautiful, wild 
and open spaces 
in the heart of 
cities, towns and 
communities. 

WHAT WE CREATE HOW WE WORK

EMPLOYEE 
EXPERIENCE

Our highly skilled 
people are the 
drivers of our 
success and we 
want to build 
an increasingly 
diverse, talented 
and productive 
workforce. 

MODERNISED 
PRODUCTION

We want to lead 
a step change 
in industry 
performance to 
address housing 
needs while 
harnessing the 
great potential and 
benefits of new 
technologies. 

FUTURE  
SKILLS

We want our 
people to have 
the skills to 
embrace innovative 
technologies and 
working practices, 
while attracting a 
new generation to 
drive our growth. 

SUPPLY  
CHAIN

We want to 
maintain strong 
partnerships with 
our supply chain, 
sharing goals and 
collaborating to 
ensure we are the 
client of first choice.

SHARED 
VALUE

We want to make 
a lasting positive 
impact, using our 
unique operating 
model and 
resources to fulfil 
our purpose and 
deliver value for all. 

Poplar Riverside, LB of Tower Hamlets Claredon, LB of Haringey Woodberry Down, LB of Hackney

Infographic demonstrating St William’s Values
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The Site
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Europe’s Largest Gasworks

After opening in the 1870’s, the site would 
eventually become Europe’s largest gasworks, 
with 4,500 employees at its peak. Then 
eventually closing in 1969 when competition 
from cheaper North Sea gas made the site 
unviable. The Gasworks had its own railway 
system, with connections to a series of wharfs 
over the Thames, where coal from Durham was 
off-loaded for the production of gas.

Beckton Gasworks Historic Aerial

Site History

The Gasworks as a Movie Set

In the 80s and 90s Beckton Riverside’s large 
and mainly unused site was utilised as a film 
and music video set location. Movies would 
include 1981s James Bond: For your Eyes Only 
and 1987s Full Metal Jacket . Whilst music 
videos would include ‘The Queen is Dead’ by The 
Smiths and ‘D’you Know What I Mean’.

Beckton Gasworks Historic Plan in the Context of Greater London

Beckton Gasworks Historic Aerial
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A Key Site in Newham

Beckton Gasworks is well connected through 
public transport, with all Phase 1 sitting’ from 
Gallions Reach DLR station. This connects to 
the Elizabeth line at Custom House and the 
Jubilee Line at Canning Town. 

The site is also well connected via bus with the 
262 and 366 routes stopping on Armada Way 
en route to destinations including Stratford Bus 
Station, Ilford Station, Gallions Reach Station 
and Beckton Bus Station. There is potential here 
for these routes to be extended into the site. 

There is also currently a fragmented walking 
and cycling route up Armada Way to Gallions 
Reach Shopping Park, we are looking to 
enhance this.

St William are working with TfL on the potential 
extension of the DLR line from Gallions Reach 
to Thamesmead which would create a new DLR 
station at Beckton Riverside in the future.
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Green Network

Arguably the most valuable feature of this 
site is its connection to the river which sits 
immediately to the East. The Beckton Gasworks 
scheme intends to take full advantage of this 
feature by developing a 450m long riverside 
public park to improve Beckton’s relationship 
with the water.

The Beckton Gasworks scheme intends on 
forming a connection between the Lea Way and 
Newham Greenway called Beckton Greenway. 
This will complete the green loop extending all 
the way to the Olympic Park.

1212
minmin

KEY:

Phase One Site Boundary

Additional Owned Land

Beckton Ward Boundary
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Supporting the Community

The Beckton Gasworks site neighbours a variety 
of cultural, community, industrial, sports and 
arts organisations. It is vital to our team that our 
scheme can support these local facilities and 
provide more

If you have any ideas on how we can aid your 
community groups, we would love to hear 
them!
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Woolwich Manor Way

Gallions Point Marina
River Thames

Wider Context Overview, Beckton Gasworks DRP01

Community Facilities

Gallions Reach Gallions Reach 
Shopping ParkShopping Park

Gemini Business Gemini Business 
ParkPark

Beckton Beckton 
DLRDLR
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CyprusCyprus
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KEY:

Phase One Site Boundary

Additional Owned Land

2. Gallions Primary School 3. UEL
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 1. Winsor Park Community Centre

Residential

DLR Rail

5. Gallions Reach Shopping Centre 4. Art in the Docks

6

5

Local Facilities

Education & Health

Industry 

Green Space

DLR Station
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Planning Context

High-level Strategy Map taken from Royal Docks & Beckton Riverside 
- Opportunity Area Planning Framework 2022

Draft Newham Local Plan 2022

The Newham Local Plan 2018

A Healthy, Happy and Well Newham

Community Wealth Building Brighter Futures – The Best Place for Children and Young People to Thrive

Tackling Racism, Inequality and Disproportionality Putting People at the Heart of Everything We Do

Towards a Better Newham – Our Recovery and Reorientation Strategy
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Our measures of 

success will be the 
health, happiness 
and wellbeing of 

our residents

The Council is 
committed to 

enabling every 
resident under 25 
to be safe, happy 

and cared for, with 
positive activities to 

secure their  
long-term wellbeing

The Council will 
take action so that 
all residents are 
supported and 

enabled to access 
work and other 
opportunities 

in the new  
economy

The Council will assist 
our residents to be 
healthy, happy and 
safe so they are sup-
ported during times 

of recession  
and are able to 
thrive in the new 

economy

The Council will 
create accessible 

and inclusive  
neighbourhoods 

which will provide 
residents all their 
social, civic and 

economic essentials

We will become 
London’s greenest 

local economy

The Council will 
deliver genuinely 
high-quality and  

affordable homes 
for Newham

The Council will 
only welcome 
investment that 

secures a  
Fair Deal and a 
Fair Economy for 

Newham

Our Corporate Delivery Plan
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Newham Strategic Framework 2020- 2022‘Towards a Better Newham’ Covid Recovery Strategy
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A green and inclusive economy, with long-term wellbeing and prosperity

What we’ve heard so far

Tell us what you think, do you  
have any other suggestions?

B U I L D I N G  A

N E W H A M
F A I R E R

Greenway

Beckton Sewage 
Treatment Works

DLR Depot

London City Airport

A
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20

RIVER THAMES

Thames Path

THAMESMEAD
ROYAL DOCKS

BECKTON 

Galliions 
Reach DLR 
Station

Woolwich Ferry 
terminal

Places to go and 
things to do all day

Supporting
local 

businesses

Encouraging 
everyone to 
participate

Community 
hubs

Pathways to 
training and

new employment
Temporary
spaces for

markets and
events

Shopping 
and dining

Enterprise
and

community
spaces

Industry 
and making

Supporting and 
strengthening 

neighbourhood 
centres

Entertainment 
and leisure

Good quality, fair
and green 

employment

THE EMERGING VISION, THEME, IDEAS

Key Ambitions
Good work
• A productive place to do business. High quality 

employment is prioritised in existing, emerging, 
and future parts of the economy eg scientific, 
creative and professional sectors

• A resilient business ecosystem that encourages 
local enterprise to stay and grow, supported 
by a range of spaces for industry, creativity and 
enterprise 

• A green economy, embracing sustainable 
ways of doing business and embedding green 
innovation and circular systems to deliver net 
zero (ie waste from one becomes raw material 
for another)

A vibrant town centre
• A dynamic and vibrant town centre, offering 

breadth of services, amenities, and things to do 
throughout the day and evening

• Strengthens Newham’s existing high streets by 
providing services and amenities that aren’t 
provided elsewhere, and drawing people to the 
east of the Borough

• Celebrates the culture, diversity and heritage 
of Beckton and Newham, via the design of 
spaces, range of services and amenities, and the 
programming of events and activities.   

Wellbeing for all
• Residents offered the skills and training to access 

new types of work locally and further afield 
• Clear employment pathways for residents, with 

a focus on fulfilling personal employment and 
career aspirations 

• A place where people from all background feel 
safe, welcome and excited to spend time – be it 
to live, work or visit

Thames Path

Theme 4 – A ‘NEW’ Town centre for 
Newham

 

A NEW Town Centre – reflecting new ways of living 
working and playing – something different than 
anything else in Newham – by its look and feel, green 
standards, changing live/work patterns, focus on 
public realm
 
A place to live AND a destination – where there is 
a balance between living and other uses – private 
versus public coexist in harmony – and thrive 
together
 
A unique day time ofer – sport, leisure, 
entertainment, diverse markets, food and drink - 
serving the needs of Newham residents
 
A place to go for an evening out – things to do

‘Put on summer outdoor 
activities and entertainment 
for everyone – music, arts 
festivals, outdoor cinema…’

‘ I’d like to be able to visit 
local restaurants, bars 
and cafes. A food market 
would be great! There is 
a serious lack of these in 
Beckton.’

‘There’s space to 
create a bit of a 
business district, 
where you can 
help people with 
employment. It 
needs something 
to make the people 
stay in the area.’

‘We need more 
places for young 
people to hang out.’

Local Plan Vision

• To enable every resident to live in an accessible 
and inclusive neighbourhood that will provide 
all of their social, civic and economic essentials

• To create an inclusive economy that works for 
local people, and supports their wellbeing and 
financial security

Borough Context 

•  Weakness in the supply of higher quality jobs. 

• The average economic value of a job in 
Newham is c£33k, less than half the London 
average of £88k and falling in recent years.

• 22% of jobs in Newham are classified as low 
paid, compared to the London average of 16%

• Levels of disposable household income are 
amongst the lowest in London

• More than 1 in 3 households have at least one 
characteristic of household deprivation

• Areas of Beckton are amongst the most 
relatively deprived in the UK

• Health and skills challenges

What have we heard 
to date?

A place with a distinctive character and community at its heart

B U I L D I N G  A

N E W H A M
F A I R E R
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Beckton Sewage 
Treatment Works

DLR Depot

London City Airport
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Community 
facilities

Flexible  
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community  
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Quality and 
affordable 

new housing
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children play

Unique look 
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Tell us what you think, do you  
have any other suggestions?

THE EMERGING VISION, THEME, IDEAS

Well-
being

Community 
garden

SCHOOL

HEALTHCARE

COMMUNITY 

HUB

TOWN 
CENTRE Links to riverside
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Thames Path

Theme 3 - Neighbourhood of (strong)  
and Engaged Communities

 
Quality and afordable new housing – people will 
want to live here because of the high standards and 
robust, warm etc homes which are affordable – with 
many social housing options – for young first time 
buyers wanting to stay in the borough, and older 
people looking to downsize as well as families, 
professionals, creatives etc
 
Community facilities – providing for cultural, faith, 
hobbies, projects, space for sharing, celebrating, 
collaboration, making, doing, learning, keeping fit.
 
Public Realm – Place Activation – A welcoming 
and inclusive place, where the public spaces provide 
opportunities for performance, events, communal 
activities, seating and social life
 

‘... We have a great 
community spirit 
here. We could have 
more regeneration 
in the area and start 
moving it forward.’

‘I think the future of Beckton would 
definitely be maybe more schools, 
more housing communities, housing 
hubs where local residents can go.’

‘ I’d like to be able to visit local  
restaurants, bars and cafes. A food 
market would be great! There is a 
serious lack of these in Beckton.’

‘I think there’s a lot of capacity to create 
a local culture centre, somewhere people 
can spend time together, exchange, where 
art can develop…’

Local Plan Vision
The importance of physical and mental health 
and well-being will be recognised, to ensure 
we reduce health inequalities through a health 
integrated approach to planning.
Developments across our neighbourhoods will 
create new, green, well-designed, affordable 
homes.
Young people in particular will be welcomed and 
planned for, ensuring they retain an enduring 
stake in their future and the borough.
Encouragement of well-designed, clean, 15-minute 
neighbourhoods that encourage physical activity, 
active travel and reduced car use.
Accessible and inclusive neighbourhooda that 
will provide all of the social, civic and economic 
essentials.

Borough Context 
Newham is London’s second most ethnically 
diverse borough with seven in ten residents from 
a non-white background and over 200 languages 
and dialects spoken.
Newham residents’ rate of life satisfaction 
and sense that things they do in their lives 
are worthwhile are lower than their London 
and England counterparts. However, levels 
of happiness are higher and anxiety lower in 
Newham than many other places in London.
49% of Newham households are classified as 
living in poverty, exacerbated by COVID-19.

Key Ambitions
Bringing people together
• Shared community space, indoors and out
• Accessibility, safety and inclusivity prioritised in 

design of public spaces
• Egalitarian spaces and activities that do not rely 

on spending money to use
• Safe, welcoming space for young people to 

socialise, use facilities, boost skills, and activate
Celebrating the people of Newham
• New types of multifaith spaces – eg shared, 

outdoors, in nature, mobile, or pop-up
• Opportunities for cultural enterprise
• Showcasing and sharing Newham’s diverse 

cultures eg food and craft markets, community 
gardens

Wellbeing and happiness first and foremost
• Riverside park with access to water and green 

space for all
• Encouraging active travel and healthy lifestyles
• Safe streets not dominated by motor traffic or 

pollution
• Places of mindfulness and sanctuary to support 

mental health, and stimulate the senses

Capitalise on the unique setting
• Capitalise on natural open character of site and 

biodiversity that has evolved
• Views and routes from high street to river 

(constant presence)
• Incorporate industrial heritage in infrastructure 

and character of place
• Distinctive character that comes from unnique 

setting and industrial heritage

High quality housing for all
• Maximise social housing 
• Provision for all ages 
• Low energy homes with low running costs
• Accessible, flexible homes for all stages of life
• facilitate self and custom-built housing

Providing essential facilities
• To be built before / at the same time as housing
• Accessible town centre around transport hub
• 15 minute neighbourhood principles
• Activate now through meanwhile uses
• Involving the local community in the long-term 

management of their public spaces

What we’ve heard so far

Community

Economy

Transport

LB Newham-led Consultation

A well-connected district hub, built for sustainable travel
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THE EMERGING VISION, THEME, IDEAS

What we’ve heard so far

Key Ambitions
Strategic connections across wider area
• Extension of the DLR from Gallions Reach to 

Thamesmead via Beckton Riverside
• A new DLR station at Beckton Riverside

Local Plan Vision
London Zero carbon city by 2030. 
A new cross-river DLR extension, a tunnel 
under the Thames, and a new DLR station at 
Thamesmead.
Newham’s ambition is for the DLR extension to 
unlock the transformation of Beckton Riverside 
to become an exemplar sustainable new 
community at Beckton Riverside. 
The Newham Local Plan prioritises walking, 
cycling and public transport will be prioritised on 
clean, safe, green and attractive streets where all 
feel welcome.

Borough Context 
A significant number of strategic roads passing 
through the borough, and the presence of City 
airport at the Royal Docks, means that Newham 
residents are exposed to higher particulate 
pollution than in any other borough. 
Road design is currently overwhelmingly car 
centric. Wide busy roads and distances between 
places present barriers to waking and cycling
Good DLR connections to central London but 
weak local connections. 
The area is made up of a series of separate and 
distinct land uses that are difficult to move 
between. 

• Extend the Greenway cycle / walking route to 
link to Stratford, Beckton and the Royal Docks 

• Explore links to new town centre across River 
Roding to Barking Riverside

Prioritising active travel 
• This means non-motorised transport such as 

walking and cycling, as well as public transport. 
Including:

• Create a mobility hub beside the new DLR 
station, where bike hire, bus routes and delivery 
drop-offs all come together

• Significantly expanded cycle network

Use the water
• Riverbus station en route to Barking Riverside
• Clear routes from high street and mobility hub 

to waterfront

Health and wellbeing for all
• Stringent measures to improve air quality

A safe place to move around
• Good sightlines
• Good lighting, but sensitive to wildlife
• Activity and overlooked public spaces (for 

surveillance)

Thames Path

Theme 2 – ‘Open’ - Easy to Get to and 
Easy to move around - on foot, by cycle 
and public transport

 
Many ways in – increased buses and improved 
pedestrian and cycle route, even boats access – help 
people find it easy to get to Beckton Riverside in the 
short/medium and long term (pre DLR). From Galleons 
Reach neighbourhood, Albert Basin / North Woolwich 
– from the west (Beckton) and from the north (Barking TC)

Public Realm – With safety and access always in mind 
– wayfinding, signage, lighting, public art and increased 
numbers of people and a strong spatial structure will 
make it easy to get around, and also to explore whilst 
feeling safe

River Path and Greenway – a new Thames River path 
– linking to the Royal Docks and to Barking – and a 
linked up Greenway bring people to BR from further 
afield as part of a growing network
 
Linked – a new DLR station and connect to 
Thamesmead, Royal Docks and London

Improved bus services – improve connections with 
Barking via an ‘express’ route along the North Circular
  
Character areas – cross cutting an expression of the 
diferent types of space
 
Branding and Changing Perceptions cross cutting 
theme
 
 

‘If we could build a 
community where you’re 
not reliant on cars, that 
would be great!’

‘Repair the ‘missing 
link’ from Gallions 
Reach to the Roding 
with a river walk.’

‘Easier transport and 
safer routes.’ 

Tell us what you think, do you  
have any other suggestions?
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Tell us what you think, do you  
have any other suggestions?

THE EMERGING VISION, THEME, IDEAS
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Thames Path

FOUR THEMES FOR TESTING...

Theme 1 – Green, nature, waterfront

 
Access to the River Thames – feature of the town 
centre – on the waterfront opening up access to 
people living and visiting the area for enjoyment of all 
– protecting/enhancing the special qualities, offering 
access to activities such as fishing and seating
 
A Riverside Park – creating a destination and 
significant large greenspace – that brings people closer 
to nature, (plants and wildlife) that capitalise on this 
unique history of river and docks, industry made wild
 
River Path and Extended Greenway – for leisure and 
improved access and wellbeing – to walk and cycle, 
run, walk dogs, as well as meet and engage with nature
 
Urban Nature  – green and blue will seep into every 
vein of the town centre as part of the unique identity 
- green streets not grey 
 
 

‘I’d like to be able to sit 
outside somewhere clean 
and safe surrounded by 
trees and nature and 
enjoy a nice coffee.’

‘I would grow 250 trees to 
promote wildlife. I would 
have fully lit paths with 
CCTV cameras, lovely 
benches where people 
could sit, cycle lanes, 
open fields with a wide 
range of flower beds. A 
decent size pond would 
be nice as well.

‘Our families need 
somewhere to breathe. 
We need to see more play 
areas, green gardens with 
lots of nature around.’

Regenerative design diagram

What we’ve heard so far

Local Plan Vision
New development will be zero carbon and 
retrofitting of existing buildings will be supported 
and accelerated. 
Newham’s network of parks, open spaces, docks 
and riverside will grow and flourish. 
Climate-resilient and nature-filled 
neighbourhoods will help residents and local 
wildlife live safely and healthily in a changing 
environment. 

Borough Context 
Newham declared a Climate Emergency in 2019.
Green space covers only 18 per cent of Newham 
(27 percent including water spaces), compared 
with 39 percent for London as a whole. 
The borough has 15 percent tree cover which is 
the second lowest in London. 

Doughnut economics

Conventional Practice 
Slightly better than minimum 

requirements

Sustainable  
Neutral, environmental  

and social balance

Regenerative  
Build social capital within 

planetary boundaries

Less energy required
M

ore energy required

Business a
s usual

Regenerative

Key ambitions
A new ‘zero-carbon’ neighbourhood
• Highly energy-efficient buildings
• Low carbon heat pump and ambient loop 

district heating systems
• Latest renewable energy technology, battery 

storage
• Explore opportunity for waste heat recovery 

from wastewater treatment works
• Smart load management combined with electric 

vehicles

Minimal construction footprint
• Cutting-edge sustainable construction methods 

and off-site fabrication
• Low embodied carbon with minimum use of 

materials and resources

‘Circular economy’ principles
This means by-products from one process 
becoming a resource for another
• Minimal waste
• Maximum recycling; minimum landfill

Minimal water footprint
• Low water use fittings
• Harvested rainwater and recycled water

Exemplar climate change resilience
• Nature-based Sustainable Drainage Systems 

(SuDS)
• Resilient tidal flood defences, maintained over 

their lifetime, and future proofed so they can 
be adapted to deal with sea level rise and 
increased tidal flooding

• A comfortable, safe and healthy environment 
for people to live, work and meet. This includes  
excellent levels of comfort indoors and 
outdoors, adapted to the current and future 
local microclimate. 

A ‘nature-positive’ neighbourhood
This means restore and regenerate species and 
ecosystems
• Enhanced biodiversity
• Minimised pollution
• Work with the ecology of the Thames Estuary
• Mitigate environmental impacts of the sewage 

works with a green buffer

Sustainability

Sounding (LB Newham-led) Consultation Boards
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Site Constraints
Due to its close proximity to London City 
Airport, the site is subject to some height 
restrictions. The Metropolitan Open Land on 
the sites eastern edge prohibits building from 
taking place in this area . There is also a Thames 
Gateway Road Bridge Safeguarding which 
restricts built development coming forward until 
the safeguarding designation is released. We are 
working closely with TfL and other stakeholders 
to get this land released for development.

Site Constraints, Beckton Gasworks 

Site Opportunities, Beckton Gasworks 

Constraints & Opportunities

KEY:

Phase One Site Boundary

Additional Owned Land

Key Potential Site Connection

Potential Riverside Boardwalk

DLR Rail & Station

Potential Riverside Park Location & Pond

Gallions ReachGallions Reach
 DLR Station DLR Station

ConnectionConnection
 to Greenway to Greenway

Distant View to Distant View to 
Canary WharfCanary Wharf

KEY:

Phase One Site Boundary

Additional Owned Land

Main Roads

Secondary Roads

Potential Site Access Points

Safeguarded Zone

Strategic Industrial Location

Flight Protection Area*

River Defence Wall

Noise Concern

Odour Concern

View Concern

Pylons

Metropolitan Open Land

Site Opportunities
There are plans to utilise the site’s 450m of 
riverside frontage, creating an extension to the 
existing Thames Path and views to the Historic 
piers. There is potential for the site to connect 
into the Newham Greenway  linking all the way 
up to the Olympic park and creating routes west 
into Beckton District Park.

Armada Way will be improved with safer 
walking and cycling routes, enhancing access to 
Gallions Reach DLR Station and Gallions Reach 
Shopping Park.

Potential Potential 
DLR StationDLR Station
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Initial Framework Vision
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Framework & Masterplan
Phase 1 - A development in its own rightPhase 1 - A development in its own right
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Indicative Framework  - Future Phases around the Major Town Centre

The team have been exploring initial masterplan ideas with 
stakeholders including London Borough of Newham, GLA and TfL.
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