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Kew Bridge Road and Thameside Centre, Brentford

Welcome to the Kew Bridge Road and Thameside Centre Public exhibition.
 
This exhibition has been organised following the submission of a planning application in March 2011. It is an 
opportunity to view the changes since the previous public consultation events and to discuss the application 
with the design team. 

exISTINg PeRMISSION 

Planning permission was granted for Kew Bridge Road, the eastern part of the site in July 2010. The consent 
was for 164 homes along with new retail/restaurant uses, a riverside pub and new public square. Subsequent 
proposals for the adjacent Thameside Centre have come forward to extend the regeneration of this important 
riverside site. 
 
The inclusion of the Thameside Centre site has allowed elements of the original scheme to be enhanced and 
improved. These include changing the location of the basement car park access, rotating the new riverside pub 
and amending the western building on the Kew Bridge site. 

A NeW VISION

The proposals are designed to create a vibrant, active and sustainable environment for residents,  visitors and 
the local community.  The proposals for the 1.82ha (4.5acre) site will create 313 new homes (149 additional 
to the existing permission) and a range of commercial uses including offices, shops, restaurants, a riverside pub
and a boating club. 

 The wider site benefits include; 

•		 	 The	delivery	of	much	needed	private	and	affordable	new	homes	
•		 	 Improved	pedestrian	and	cycle	access		
•		 	 Just	over	50%	of	the	site	as	publicly	accessible	open	space			
•		 	 Opening	up	the	river	and	the	creation	of	useable	accessible	public	space
•		 	 Over	170	metres	of	improved	river	towpath
•		 	 A	vibrant	mix	of	uses	including	new	shops,	restaurants	and	offices	for	local	businesses
•		 	 Reduced	peak	hour	traffic	
•		 	 New	trees	and	green	spaces
•		 	 3	public	squares	accessible	to	all
•		 	 High	quality	office	accommodation	to	suit	modern	business	occupiers

Following our Community engagement programme at pre-application stage, we amended our proposals prior 
to the formal submission of our application.

The	application	has	been	registered	with	the	London	Borough	of	Hounslow	(Registration	number	00657/P/P16)	
and can be viewed in detail at www.hounslow.gov.uk

Above: Section from an Ordnance Survey map showing the footprint of 
buildings on the application site in 1894 

Right: 1960s view of the 
Thames river bank west of the 
application site, showing the 
building that became Regatta 
Point (Chiswick Library Local 
Studies Department)

Below: 1980s photograph of the 
‘Scottish Widows’ office block (Chiswick 
Library Local Studies Department)

Below: early 1960s photograph of 
the office block on the application 
site (Chiswick Library Local Studies 
Department)
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Illustrative view of building currently under construction on site



COMMeNT
Concerns were noted over the potential impact on the 
listed Kew Bridge Steam Museum.

ReSPONSe
Buildings have been set back from Kew Bridge Road to 
create a new public square that provides a setting to 
the listed buildings. Key views of the campanile tower 
are retained to act as a local way finder around 
the area.

COMMeNT
Some members of the community felt the river 
towpath is currently an unfriendly place and it should 
be made to feel more safe.

ReSPONSe
Significant improvements to the river path will be 
undertaken	to	open	up	170m	of	the	river.		As	a	result	
of consultation, the river towpath has been widened 
to better accommodate both pedestrians and cyclists 
with greater natural surveillance.

Before After Before After

RIveR	TOwPATH

COMMeNT
Some members of the community suggested that the 
public spaces should be larger.

ReSPONSe
Following comments from the public consultation the 
quantity and quality of the new public spaces were 
revised	and	their	proportion	increased	to	over	50%	
of the site area with the building footprint reduced to 
only	36%	of	the	site.

Before After

PUBLIC SPACeS

COmmuNITy	eNgAgemeNT	ANd	sCHeme	CHANges

Kew Bridge Road and Thameside Centre, Brentford

Illustrative view of development along river towpath

www.thamesidecentre.co.uk

An active pre-application community engagement process 
has been undertaken by St george, led by John Thompson 
& Partners to ensure local participation throughout the 
design process.

The community engagement process has been wide ranging, 
accessible and transparent throughout. The community’s 
views have significantly influenced the design proposals for 
the Kew Bridge Road and Thameside Centre that now form 
the Planning Application including the following comments:

“I think it is a very generous design which local people will come to appreciate greatly” 
Local Resident

COMMeNT
Concerns were raised about  the heights of the 
buildings.

ReSPONSe
There has been significant re-design of the buildings 
leading to a reduction in height as shown on the 
images below. elements of the buildings have been 
reduced by 2 storeys during consultation. 

Before After

BuILdINg	HeIgHTs

COMMeNT
The scheme should provide more green landscaping 
within the public areas.

ReSPONSe
greater tree planting and soft landscape proposals 
have been included within the 3 additional public 
squares and the overall scheme. 

Before After

PUBLIC ReALM

COMMeNT
Some residents from Regatta Point expressed concern 
over potential loss of views enjoyed from their 
balconies.

ReSPONSe
The buildings adjacent to Regatta Point have been 
reduced in height. Additionally, the elliptical building 
has been set back further away from Regatta Point 
than the existing office block on the site.

Before After

RegATTA POINT VIeWS

KeW STeAM MUSeUM

COMMeNT
There is too little car parking, which will lead to 
parking in surrounding streets.

ReSPONSe
The parking ratio has been increased to 1 space 
per new home with additional parking for the new 
businesses. New residents will not be allowed to apply 
for permits in any future CPZ scheme. Additional 
funding for  car club spaces is envisaged.  Cycle storage 
numbers have increased and will be made very secure 
to  encourage transport other than by car.

CAR PARKINg

COMMeNT
The scheme will be too dense with too many new 
homes.

ReSPONSe
Following a variety of design changes in response 
to community comments the proposed scheme has 
been reduced from circa 200 dwellings to 149. This 
is in addition to the 164 already approved on the 
Kew Bridge Road part of the site. The proposed 149 
additional units have the potential to deliver £2.3m of 
New	Homes	Bonus.

NumBeR	OF	HOmes

COMMeNT
Local residents raised concerns over traffic generation 
at peak times along Kew Bridge Road and at the Kew 
Bridge junction

ReSPONSe
The number of proposed new homes have been 
reduced and efforts made to encourage non-car 
transport. As a result the predicated peak traffic 
generation, for the additional 149 new homes has 
reduced	to	a	level	where	it	is	25%	less	than	that	
generated by the current Thameside Centre offices.

Before After
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PeAk	HOuR	TRAFFIC

COMMeNT
Maximum opportunity should be made to create a 
place where people want to visit.

ReSPONSe
The range of commercial uses such as cafes, 
restaurants and offices have been reviewed and 
increased along with the introduction of more high 
quality landscaping along the river to maximise the 
appeal to residents, the local community and 
visitors alike.

Before After
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DeSIgN VISION

MASTeRPLAN Key

   Application Site Boundary

   Kew Bridge Square

   Steam Museum Square

   River Towpath

   Restaurant/Cafe

   Riverside Pub

   Reflecting Pools

Basement Car Park entrance

Private Amenity Courtyards

Boat Club beneath Arches

Additional Riverside Planting
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Kew Bridge Road and Thameside Centre, Brentford

Illustrative view of Riverside Pub and towpath

Illustrative view of reflecting pools

Illustrative aerial perspective

Illustrative view of entrance square

The proposal has been developed with respect to key design 
objectives and will deliver the following site benefits:

A NeW RIVeRSIDe DeSTINATION
Creates a new destination in this prominent riverside 
location to compliment and support a range of existing 
established local facilities.

PUBLIC OPeN SPACe
Creates high quality public realm, with 3 new public spaces 
that encourage a vibrant mix of uses and activities.

PeDeSTRIAN PeRMeABILITy
Re-stitches the streetscape and urban fabric. establishes 
a strong connection between Kew Bridge Road and the 
riverfront to ensure that the scheme is accessible to all and 
encourage integration with the community.

dIsTINCT	ARCHITeCTuRAL	CHARACTeR
Creates a sense of place that reflects the historical and 
physical context of the area. Responding to the prevailing 
rhythm and articulation of frontages and use locally-
distinctive colours, materials and architectural detailing.

MIxeD USeS
generates a mix of uses that are complimentary to the 
adjacent neighbourhood and maximises the potential and 
popularity of the riverfront.

A UNIQUe LANDSCAPe  SeTTINg
enhances the towpath by taking advantage of its river setting 
and provides significant new tree planting in all new public 
spaces.

STRONg BUILT FRONTAgeS
Defines the edge of the site adjacent to both the river and 
road and integrates with the existing townscape, including 
local landmarks and skyline.

SUSTAINABLe DeVeLOPMeNT
Promotes and achieves the Berkeley Vision 2020 initiative 
by delivering a sustainable community built upon green 
principles.

MIxeD TeNURe
Develops housing for a range of income levels to promote a 
healthy and diverse culture in the neighbourhood.

BUILDINg FOR LIFe
Designed to CABe Building for Life Principles.

sCHeme	deTAILs
ReSIDeNTIAL
37	x	1	Bed	dwellings
169 x 2 Bed dwellings
107	x	3	Bed	dwellings
Total 313 
(of which 164 existing permission, 149 additional units)

PUBLIC OPeN SPACe
51%	(2.2	acres)	of	total	site	area

BUILT FOOTPRINT
36%	of total site area

PARKINg
325 Car Parking Spaces / 420 Cycle Spaces

COMMeRCIAL AReA
Over 40,000sq.ft of commercial
Space comprising of office space, retail, 
restaurant, cafe and a new riverside pub.

generates over 250 jobs replacing the jobs 
on the existing Thameside Centre site

Illustrative view along Kew Bridge Road

www.thamesidecentre.co.uk

“I can see that this will be a really attractive place for small businesses to thrive and people to live” 
Local Resident

KeW STeAM 
MUSeUM

Campanile
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View of link above arcade View of Provenance Wharf

View of Block C

View of Riverside Pub
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View from Strand on the green

 View from Watermans Park

View westwards along River towards Kew Bridge

View from towpath adjacent to Regatta Point looking eastwards

View across river application site
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LANDSCAPe

sCHeme	vIews

“It is fantastic that riverside access will be opened up for visitors and residents to enjoy” 
Local Resident
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