
The Manor Lower Earley, Reading

Sustainable Suburb: 
Award-Winning Neighbourhood 
Overlooking Landscaped Park 



The Manor breaks the mould for Reading; very bold and a local quality 
benchmark. A clear layout, a distinctive character and good quality specification 
combine to provide a well-designed suburban scheme.

Wayne Hemingway, Building for Life Judge
The Manor, a residential development for St James Homes 
and Thames Water, is located on a 6 ha former sewage 
treatment works in Lower Earley on the edge of Reading, just 
off the M4 motorway. 

The design response was to create a development of distinct 
character where formal architecture, well-mannered urban 
design and rich landscaping come together to create a strong 
sense of place

Project Delivery

• In total, 149 dwellings, including 111 market sale and 38 
affordable, with a mix of houses and flats.

• The same materials are used for market sales and affordable 
housing binding the social units within the development.

• The main frontage of the compact development faces south 
over a 2.2 hectare area of newly-created public open space 
and the layout uses axes and vistas to connect the heart of the 
development with the surrounding green space.

• Traditionally–styled buildings arranged to form a series of 
residential streets and mews of different character offering 
individuality and privacy for the residents. 

• Maximised the number of homes looking onto the parkland 
setting through four crescents of four linked townhouses with 
additional detached villas at each end of the crescents.

• The centre of the scheme consists of a public space enhanced 
by an art project organised by Futurecity.

• ‘Wall’ design concept creates clear entrance to site and 
simultaneously overcomes acoustic constraints imposed by 
nearby motorway, avoiding the need for expensive technical 
solutions.

Client 

St James Homes and Thame  Water

Awards

Building For Life 2007
Silver Standard Award


