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Street team speaking to local residents on Mill Road

Illustrative view of the Creative Hub on Area A

Visitors at Lakes Open Day
Illustrative aerial view of the Vision for Land South of Coldhams Lane

“This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to
create something really special for the area!”
Illustrative view of Tins passing through Area A

Landscape and hands-on planning during Friday CPW

A new Urban Country Park with views to the city and
Gog Magog Hills; managed public access to the lakes with
maintained and enhanced natural character and habitats, and
respect for the needs of anglers; mixed use development with
employment, community uses and new homes serving the
needs of the local community and economy; an integrated
sustainable movement and ecological landscape framework
unifying the Area of Major Change and beyond.
These are just some of the ideas from the Land South of
Coldhams Lane Community Planning Weekend (CPW) which
ran from 23 Friday - Tuesday 27 November 2018.

Student from St Bede’s School presents hands-on planning
during Friday CPW

Illustrative view of Tins passing between the Lakes and TA land

Land South of Coldhams Lane Community Planning Weekend was organised by JTP on
behalf of Anderson Group. For more information please visit landsouthofcoldhamslane.co.uk
or contact feedback@landsouthofcoldhamslane.co.uk or call freephone 0800 0126 730.

Background
The “Land”, including the lakes south of the railway and land
parcels to the north of the railway, is identified as an “Area of
Major Change” (AoMC) in Cambridge City Council’s recently
adopted Local Plan. Anderson Group, who own part of the
AoMC, appointed architects and masterplanners JTP, and other
consultants, to work with local stakeholders and the
community to co-create a Vision for the “Area”.

Over 400 people participated during the CPW process,
which was an opportunity for the local community to share
local knowledge and contribute to shaping a Vision through
facilitated workshops, walkabouts and hands-on planning
groups. As part of the Weekend, the lakes were open on
Sunday 25 November so the public could walk around, ask
questions and make comments to the CPW team.
Report Back Presentation
Following the public days, the JTP-led team analysed and
summarised the outcomes and drew up a Vision for Land South
of Coldhams Lane, including an illustrative masterplan and
considered other elements required by Local Plan Policy 16.
This was presented back to the local community on Tuesday
27 November.
Following the CPW, the Anderson Group team will continue
to engage with the community, stakeholders and City Council
and will move forward to prepare a planning application for
the land parcels, which it is anticipated will be submitted in
Summer 2019.
All quotes are from Community Planning Weekend
participants, unless otherwise stated.
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Illustrative Masterplan
1 Improved sight lines and gradient to connection over the railway line
2 Urban country park with clearing, discovery centre, foot / cycle routes and car park
3 Biodiversity Corridor
4 Improved ‘Snakey Path’ with new access points into the lakes, as proposed by
County Council in Fulbourn Greenway Consultation
5 Floating eco-islands in the lakes for ecology
6 ‘Themed’ lakes for ecology, fishing and passive uses
7 Potential connections to Spinney Primary School and St Bede’s Secondary School
8 Landscaped square along the Tins
9 Landscaped green streets through mixed-use development

Land South of Coldhams Lane Community Planning Weekend
was organised by JTP on behalf of Anderson Group. For more
information please visit landsouthofcoldhamslane.co.uk
or contact feedback@landsouthofcoldhamslane.co.uk
or call freephone 0800 0126 730.

Key Themes
Support for opening up and developing
the Area of Major Change (AoMC)
The community is keen to realise the opportunities to open
up and develop Land South of Coldhams Lane to provide a
range of environmental, recreational, built and transport
related benefits for the local community. This is a once in a
lifetime opportunity to do something really special for the
local communities of Cherry Hinton, Colleridge and Romsey.
There is a realisation that “there are no money trees” and
that the funds for constructing and sustaining the community
benefits will need to be generated in the main from the built
development of Area A to the north east of the AoMC.

Urban Country Park
The Urban Country Park will be a great asset providing
much needed natural green open space and ecological
enhancement, exploiting elevated views over the City and to
the Gog Magog Hills. It can provide a range of exciting
amenities and walking routes set in an ecologically managed
landscape. The Park should be accessible to all, provide
smooth pathways, incorporate natural play and fitness trails,
cafe and toilet facilities, within the constraints of being
within close proximity to Cambridge Airport.

“Please provide toilets and smooth paths.”

“This has got to be developer-led to provide the
funds but once you get going you can do all sorts
of things with community involvement.”
Ecology weaved throughout
The lakes and urban country park will form part of the East
Cambridgeshire green and blue infrastructure corridor, linking
a series of chalkland sites from the Gog Magog Hills towards
The River Cam, and are an important asset for the local area.
Together with the built development of Area A, a key unifying
principle for the AoMC should be that buildings and landscape
are designed and constructed to be sustainable, resilient and
“ecological throughout”.

“Create this green corridor in the heart
of Cambridge.”
“I’ve been waiting since 1986 for this to happen
- this provides a great opportunity to create a
Mill Road Grantchester Meadows.”
The Lakes
Currently fenced and closed off to the public, the lakes are
regularly broken into by individuals and groups and represent
a significant management challenge. There is wide support for
opening the lakes to public access provided it is well managed
and that activities are balanced to respect the interests of
anglers, local residents and protection of nature.

Participants of the landscape hands-on planning
group entitled, “Eco Librium”, came up with
this diagram for “ecological throughout” and
“sustainable living” during Sunday’s CPW event.

“Have the illusion you are in the country - keep
it visually pure and visually natural!”
“I’d like to sit by the lake and just enjoy it!”
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Key Themes (continued)
Mixed use neighbourhood for Cherry
Hinton to meet local need
Parcel A is designated for “appropriate commercial use,
potentially providing for the relocation of space intensive
uses” in the Local Plan. The view that emerged from
participants however was that a new neighbourhood should
serve the needs of the local community by providing a mix of
commercial, new homes and community uses. Development
should include incubator space and making space for start-ups
and entrepreneurs ready to take the next step into small
business premises. A mix of housing should meet a range of
needs, including affordable homes and innovative housing,
potentially including housing with shared communal spaces
and housing for older people too, particularly those wanting
to downsize. Community and enhanced play amenities should
create a central hub. New development should be set in an
ecological landscape, incorporate latest technologies and be
designed to reflect the Cherry Hinton context. Careful
consideration must be given to how the development
looks from the lakes, not just how the development looks
over the lakes.

“There are more jobs than people in Cambridge
- we need housing and employment space for
local businesses.”
“It has to be special, unique - it has to be
Cherry Hinton.”
Getting about
Participants expressed concern about congestion on the
existing road network, and the lack of direct bus services into
the city centre. Existing cycle and foot paths across the area
need improving, in particular improving the existing Tins link
railway bridge. Walking, cycling and public transport should be
prioritised to minimise private car usage. Car free areas could
be designed into the new development by potentially
providing centralised parking in a solar garage.

Sustainable management
The Lakes and Country Park will require a sustainable,
funded organisation to manage them for public benefit.
Funds and resources from the development of Area A will
be imperative. All landscape and buildings should be
prepared and made fit for purpose prior to transfer to the
organisation, including any visitor centre, café and car park.
An options appraisal will be needed to agree the best
ownership and management solution - this may be a new
Charitable Trust or an existing experienced organisation
(e.g. Wildlife Trust, Land Trust, Cambridge Past, Present &
Future, or other). There should be a role for local residents,
user groups and volunteers in the governance and
management structures.

“You need a professional organisation
to run it.”
“We have been trying to make something
happen here for years, there are so many
people who are interested and willing to get
involved.”
Continuing community participation
Over 400 people of all ages and backgrounds participated
through the Community Planning process and many ideas
were generated and discussed in co-creating the Vision for
the AoMC. There is much still to be worked up, this is only
the start. It is important to keep the momentum going and
ensure that all views are represented as the process moves
forward towards the submission of a planning application in
summer 2019 and beyond.

“Continue full public engagement up to and
post planning submission.”

“Prioritise non-motorised transport.”
“The movement in the area should be healthy,
safe and efficient.”
All quotes are from Community Planning Weekend
participants, unless otherwise stated.
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