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Hammersmith Embankment
Vision 20/20 Our vision for the future

Achieving our vision 
The Customer Experience  – Our vision for 2020

“ In 2020 customers will continue to demand well-designed, well-built 
homes where they can live happy, healthy and environmentally-efficient 
lifestyles. Residents will want homes that are part of a community and 
provide easy access to work and leisure. The customer will remain at the 
heart of our business, and their needs will be reflected in the bespoke 
design of every one of our developments.”

Our commitment – From May 2010 Our ambitions – From May 2012

Customer satisfaction ■ Survey every customer to measure satisfaction 
and continue to target that over 90% would 
recommend us to a friend

■ Survey every customer to measure satisfaction and 
target that over 95% would recommend us to a friend

■ Carry out detailed post-occupancy monitoring 
at 25% of  sites in order to measure the success 
of  our designs and to influence the design of  
future schemes

Selling the benefits ■ Communicate Vision 2020 to all customers

■ Highlight the sustainability benefits of  our 
developments in all sales and marketing 
materials/handover packs

■ Train all sales and marketing staff  in sustainability 
so that they are able to sell the benefits to customers

■ Ensure that all commercial space achieves BREEAM 
Very Good or is capable of  achieving BREEAM Very 
Good if  the fit-out is to be undertaken by the tenant

■ Launch ‘Pledge for a better tomorrow’ – a partnership 
between Berkeley and our customers to make it easier 
for residents to have a more sustainable lifestyle

■ Install Smart Meters in at least 75% of  new homes 
to help our customers understand their energy use

■ Provide tenant fit-out guidelines to commercial 
customers enabling them to optimise the 
environmental performance of  the premises 
they purchase 

Driving the market 
for sustainable homes

■ Undertake market research on at least 25% of  
purchasers to understand how sustainability influences 
their home buying preferences

■ Provide 25% of  customers with a ‘sustainability 
options’ package which enables them to select 
additional sustainability features for their homes
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Achieving our vision 
Building Greener Homes – Our vision for 2020

“ We will have completed our first zero carbon community and all of our new developments will be low or zero 
carbon. Our proven track record of delivering high quality, well-designed homes with low environmental 
impacts will make them desired by customers and will have expanded our market base. Homes built by 
The Berkeley Group are recognised throughout the industry as innovative and best practice.”

Our commitment – From May 2010 Our ambitions – From May 2012

Achieving environmental 
performance standards 

■ All new homes to gain certification to Code Level 3 ■ All new homes to gain certification to Code Level 4

■ Develop (or adopt) a standard equivalent to Code 
Level 4  to be applied to refurbishment schemes

Improving energy efficiency  ■ Achieve at least a 25% improvement in energy 
performance compared to 2006 Building Regulations 

■ Achieve at least a 25% improvement in energy 
performance compared to 2010 Building Regulations 

■ At least 75% of  completed units are supplied with 
energy from renewable or low carbon technologies  

Adapting to climate change ■ Future climate change risks considered as part of  
development design and construction  

■ Adaptation measures in place on all developments 
to address future climate change risks 

Improving water efficiency ■ All new homes  to achieve water use of  105l/p/d 
(a 30% reduction compared to average home water use) 

■ Implement rainwater harvesting 
on all high-density schemes 

Providing Green transport options ■ All sites situated within 1km of  a public transport node

■ Provide cycle storage on all sites

■ Provide home office working facilities to all units 

■ Predict annual transport-related carbon dioxide 
emissions from our developments once they are 
completed and set reduction targets 

Reducing waste ■ Recycling facilities are provided for every home ■ Provide composting facilities on every scheme 

Enhancing ecology and 
maximising land use     

■ Over 95% of  development is on brownfield land

■ All sites employ an ecologist to provide advice and 
guidance on protecting ecology 

■ Install living roofs on all high-density schemes  
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Achieving our vision 
Delivering Sustainable Communities – Our vision for 2020

Our commitment – From May 2010 Our ambitions – From May 2012 

Well-designed homes 
and communities  

■ Achieve at least the Building for Life Silver Standard 
on all new developments

■ Use bespoke design on all developments 
to create high quality homes and places

■ Apply minimum design standards on all Berkeley 
homes which will include standards for sound 
insulation, space storage and ventilation

Creating safe, healthy 
and inclusive communities  

■ Consult with a Crime Prevention Design Advisor (CPDA) 
or Police Architectural Liaison Officer (ALO) 
on all developments

■ Apply the Lifetime Homes principles on all new homes

■ Ensure all homes meet the Lifetime Homes Standards

■ All developments will be within a minimum distance from 
facilities that promote healthy lifestyles and well-being

Engaging local communities

Employment opportunities 
and job creation     

Considerate Construction 

■ Apply our best practice community consultation 
guidelines on all planning applications over 500 units

■ All developments of  1,000 units or more will create 
an Employment Plan which includes targets for the 
proportion of  local labour used, plans for long-term job 
creation and measurement of  the success of  the plan 
implementation   

■ All sites register with the Considerable Constructors 
Scheme and continue to achieve a minimum 
of  32 points

■ Develop community engagement strategies on all 
projects that will be under construction for over five years

■ All developments will create an Employment Plan which 
includes targets for the proportion of  local labour used, 
plans for long-term job creation and measurement of  
the success of  the plan implementation

■ Sites to achieve an average of  34 points in the 
Considerate Constructors Scheme

“ We will continue to have a strong track record in creating developments which people choose 
as a place to live, work and spend their leisure time. Our ability to transform sites into thriving 
sustainable communities will remain considered as sector-leading. Through our ability both to 
engage and to deliver, we will continue to be the developer of choice for local authorities and 
existing communities.”
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Delivering Sustainable Communities – Our vision for 2020
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Our commitment – From May 2010 Our ambitions – From May 2012

Improving operational 
environmental efficiency

Managing and preventing pollution

Valuing our employees

Working with charities 
and local communities

Driving sustainability 
through our supply chain

Being a sector leader

Reducing workplace accidents

Health & safety training 

Health and wellbeing

Measuring performance

Behavioural safety

■ Reduce annual carbon dioxide emissions 
by 5% until April 2012

■ Reduce annual water consumption by 5% until April 2012
■ Reuse or recycle over 80% of  construction, excavation 

and demolition waste

■ Undertake internal environmental audits on all 
construction sites

■ All employees receive sustainability training
■ Measure staff  retention rates and benchmark 

performance

■ Capture and quantify our work with charities and local 
communities and benchmark performance

■ Communicate our sustainability aspirations and 
requirements to suppliers through our Sustainable 
Procurement Policy 

■ Sustainability requirements integrated into supplier 
contracts and management rules

■ Share our experiences with Government and the rest of  
the industry through representation at steering groups 
and events 

■ Continue to achieve a RIDDOR reportable Accident 
Incident Rate (AIR) of  less than 4 incidents per 1,000 
employees and sub-contractors

■ Continue to achieve a RIDDOR reportable 
Accident Frequency Rate (AFR) of  less than 0.20

■ All direct employees receive Health & Safety training 

■ Undertake an internal review of  our policy and 
arrangements regarding employees health & wellbeing 
with a view to establishing a programme

■ Undertake work to identify an external benchmarking 
programme (e.g. CHASPI) to positively measure the 
Group’s Health & Safety performance 

■ Undertake internal Health & Safety audits on all 
construction sites

■ Further enhance the Group’s ‘Good Work’ programme 
through active engagement with Contractor’s 
management and operatives

■ Put in place new sector leading operational energy, 
water and waste reduction or stabilisation targets  

■ Measure carbon emissions associated with 
commercial transport movements to and from sites

■ Gain IS014001 certification for all construction 
operations

■ Undertake employee engagement surveys and develop 
action plans to address any issues raised 

■ Have personal development plans in place for all staff  

■ Achieve the Business in the Community Mark
■ Match charitable fundraising by employees
■  Implement a Give as You Earn Scheme

■ Carry out audits of at least 25% of our suppliers to ensure 
compliance with our Sustainable Procurement Policy

■ Only use certifi ed timber and timber based products

■ Measure the costs and benefits of  sustainability 
initiatives so that we can demonstrate the value 
of  our approach to stakeholders

■ Achieve a RIDDOR reportable Accident Incident Rate 
(AIR) of  less than 3.5 incidents per 1,000 employees 
and sub-contractors

■ Achieve a RIDDOR reportable Accident Frequency Rate 
(AFR) of  less than 0.175

■ All direct employees to be the subject of  an individual 
Health & Safety training assessment and training 
to be provided based in their individual need 

■ Make available a health & wellbeing programme 
to all employees

■ Participate in an external benchmarking programme and 
report at least annually

■ Gain OHSAS 18001 certification for 20% of construction 
operations (trial before Group wide roll out) 

■ Set a performance target for our projects and 
contractors in respect to the ‘Good Work’ programme

61

R
unning a S

ustainab
le 

B
usiness

Achieving our vision 
Running a sustainable business 
– Our vision for 2020

“ Sustainability will remain  fully integrated into our 
business strategy and operations. Our stakeholders 
will continue to view us as the leader within the new 
homes sector, as well as being one of the UK’s most 
sustainable businesses. We will be able to  clearly 
demonstrate the value of our sustainability strategy 
and will have continued to generate strong returns 
to our shareholders.”

The Paddocks, West Sussex
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Hammersmith Embankment
Building for Life - John Thompson & Partners

We can demonstrate our successes in 
delivering quality through our built projects 
and the awards we have won for them. 
 
The Building For Life awards promote design 
excellence and are awarded by the Building 
For Life partnership set up between the Home 
Builders Federation, CABE, Civic Trust, Design 
for Homes and the HCA (formerly English 
Partnerships and the Housing Corporation).  
This awards scheme has become the UK 
benchmark for excellence in residential-led 
development.  The Gold Standard does not 
simply reward good buildings, it rewards the 
creation of real places for real people. 
 

We have won 4 Gold Standard Awards and 
3 Silver Standard Awards for the following 
projects:

 
 Gold
	 •	 The	Village	at	Caterham,	Surrey
	 •	 Queen	Elizabeth	Park,	Guildford
	 •	 Charter	Quay,	Kingston	upon	Thames
	 •	 Angell	Town,	Lambeth,	London

 SilvEr
	 •	 The	Manor,	Lower	Earley
	 •	 Putney	Wharf,	Putney,	London
	 •	 Gunwharf	Quays,	Portsmouth	

Since 2000 our work has achieved recognition 
at international, european and national levels 
and we have been the recipient of more than 
50 awards.

John Thompson & Partners are currently the 
only office in the UK to hold Seven Building 
for Life Awards. 

Gold STANdArd AWArd 2006

Angell Town Estate 
Brixton, london

John Thompson & Partners’ community-
led option appraisal and masterplanning 
exercise for Angell Town Estate in Brixton 
was instrumental in the London Borough 
of Lambeth obtaining Estate Action funding 
for the £50m regeneration of the 750 
home, 1970s deck-access estate.  The 
process also led to the establishment of 
the resident-controlled Estate Management 
Board which has played a major role in the 
implementation of the programme.

The masterplan involves the demolition of 
most of the unpopular blocks at the heart 
of the estate and their replacement with 
low rise houses and flats on a traditional 
street-based layout.  Major refurbishment 
and adaptations have been carried out 
to the retained perimeter blocks.  The 
stigma associated with Angell Town has 
been eliminated and its isolation has been 
addressed by the introduction of safe 
and attractive routes through the estate 
and improved integration with adjacent 
residential areas.

Gold STANdArd AWArd 2005 

The village at Caterham 
Caterham, Surrey 

The Village at Caterham demonstrates 
how a consensus-led approach can deliver 
substantial rewards for all stakeholders and 
help create a new sustainable community.  
Located on a 16.1 Ha (39.8 acre) redundant 
army barracks, the project began with a 
community planning event which provided 
local people with an opportunity to 
help create a vision for a new mixed-use 
neighbourhood.  The completed scheme 
consists of 348 houses and flats, including 
96 affordable units. Dwellings are located in 
sensitively converted barrack buildings, with 
new build units arranged around a central 
village green and a number of residential 
courtyards.  Other mixed uses include a 
supermarket, restaurant, office space, a 
nursing home, a veterinary surgery, crèche, 
skate park and community facilities. 

other Awards 
Building Awards 2006
Major Housing Project of the Year

The Deputy Prime Minister’s Award for 
Sustainable Communities 
2003 Finalist

The European Urban and Regional Planning 
Awards 2002 
Conversion (Joint Winner)

The RTPI National Awards for Planning 
Achievement 2000: 
Award for Planning for the Whole 
Community, 

BURA Community Award 2000: 
Caterham Barracks Community Trust 

Gold STANdArd AWArd 2004

Queen Elizabeth Park 
Guildford, Surrey 

Queen	Elizabeth	Park	is	a	23	ha	mixed-
use development located on a former 
army barracks, two miles from the centre 
of Guildford. The project consists of 525 
houses and flats of which 35% are affordable 
units in a mix of tenures including owner-
occupier, shared ownership and rental.  The 
dwellings are located within an exceptional 
landscape setting designed to allow the 
preservation of over 1000 mature trees.  
Traffic calming measures and the detailing 
of the roads help blend vehicular access into 
the environment. 

Amenities include a community centre, 
doctor’s surgery, a crèche, a health and 
fitness centre, and a supermarket. There 
are also 25 small business ‘starter’ units and 
4550 m2 of office accommodation. 

other Awards 
Housing Design Awards
Highly Commended 2004

Your New Home 
Best Development for Family Living 2004

Evening Standard Awards 
Best House of the Year 2003
 

Gold STANdArd AWArd 2003 

Charter Quay 
Kingston-upon-Thames 

Charter	Quay	is	a	high-density,	mixed-
use development that has regenerated an 
exceptionally important brownfield site 
in Kingston-upon-Thames, fronting onto 
both the River Thames and the historic 
market square.  The project consists of 
244 flats and town houses, a business 
centre, gymnasium, community theatre, 
a large bookstore, and several bars and 
restaurants arranged around a new public 
space overlooking the river.  The parking is 
entirely underground creating a pedestrian 
environment that includes a wildlife habitat, 
public art, access to the Thames Path and 
new moorings along the riverside.  The 
elevation to the market square reflects the 
scale and character of the existing buildings 
in a highly sympathetic manner. 

other Awards 
National Home Builder Design Awards 
Best Mixed-Use Development 2003

The Waterways Renaissance Awards 
Commendation for Waterside Regeneration 
2002

Association of Town Centre Managers 
Awards 
Best Town Centre Mixed Use Development 
2002
 
 

SilvEr STANdArd AWArd 2007 

The Manor
lower Earley, reading

The site is a former sewerage treatment 
works bound on to the north by 
undistinguishable housing and on the south 
by Lower Earley Way, a busy link road 
between Reading, Lower Earley and the M4. 
A major sewer runs under the north of the 
site	creating	a	no-build	zone.	The	response	
has been to create a development of 
distinct character where formal architecture, 
well mannered urban design and rich 
landscaping come together to create the feel 
of homes set next to a park.

The design picks up on the Berkshire 
vernacular, using the same multi-coloured 
stock brick and fenestration details for both 
market sale and affordable homes which 
bind the social units within the development 
without “social housing design” marking 
them out as different tenure. The scheme 
illustrates the appeal of keeping things simple 
while spending a little more on landscaping.

SilvEr STANdArd AWArd 2008 

Gunwharf Quays,
Portsmouth

Gunwharf	Quays	is	more	than	a	successful	
mixed-use housing scheme. It is a collection 
of experiences that brings together various 
types of housing in a carefully considered, 
safe environment, where everything is 
conveniently located on a unique south-
facing waterfront site. The various aspects 
of the scheme complement one another 
to create a particular living experience that 
has proved popular and successful both as a 
place to live and a destination for a day out.

The planning brief required restoration 
of the historic structures as well as the 
boundary walls from the 1870’s. Older 
buildings on the site, which needed to 
be retained included the Vulcan Building, 
the Infirmary building and the Board of 
Ordnance offices.

other Awards 
The National HomeBuilder Design Awards  
Best Mixed-use Development 
Commendation for Best Use of a 
Brownfield Site

SilvEr STANdArd AWArd 2005 

Putney Wharf
Putney

Putney Wharf is a high-density, mixed-
use development that  comprises cluster 
of smaller buildings around a tower. The 
‘Brewhouse’, contains apartments over 
ground floor commercial units. The larger 
block containing 80 apartments runs parallel 
to the Thames to form Putney Riverside 
Square,	also	known	as	the	piazza.	Set	back	
further from the river and fronting Putney 
Bridge Road is Castle Court, which extends 
the shopping streets of Putney High Street 
eastwards. The space between Castle Court 
and The Brewhouse includes an internal 
court garden. There are three internal court 
gardens across the development including 
one as a podium over underground parking. 
Part of the original brewery and warehouse 
that stood on the site has been retained as 
a new public house called the Boathouse. 

SilvEr STANdArd AWArd 2010

Water Colour
Surrey

John Thompson & Partners’ Water Colour 
masterplan for Linden Homes transforms 
the 27 ha site of the former mineral 
workings	plant	at	Holmethorpe	Quarry	in	
Redhill into a sustainable new community 
set within a restored and ecologically-
balanced landscape.

Almost 500 new homes, including a range 
of houses and apartments, 30% of which 
are affordable, are arranged in a series 
of character areas set within a landscape 
created by opening a previously culverted 
brook. The brook is incorporated through 
a variety of environments including a new 
canal and a linear wildlife corridor that will 
form the heart of a sustainable drainage 
system for the development and provide a 
natural habitat for wildfowl.

The scheme includes a range of mixed-uses 
including a convenience store, health and 
fitness centre, children’s nursery, veterinary 
surgery and workshops. Considerable 
importance has been attached to 
encouraging walking and cycling and a new 
bus service to local shops and amenities will 
reduce car-dependency. 



Hammersmith Embankment
Building for Life - Gold Standard

Gold STANdArd AWArd 2003 

Charter Quay 
Kingston-upon-Thames 

Judges Evaluation: 
‘This development fulfills many of the criteria 
of an excellent development. It provides high-
density, mixed-use accommodation adjacent 
to an existing centre of activity.  It has created 
new jobs, and provides accommodation for 
both those working locally and further away. 

New shops and several restaurants bring 
life right down to the edge of the river.  The 
absence of traffic, clutch of decent venues, and 
public art has made the pedestrian square a 
high quality environment and turned Charter 
Quay	into	a	new	destination	in	Kingston’.

Other Awards 
National Home Builder Design Awards 
Best Mixed-Use Development 2003

The Waterways Renaissance Awards 
Commendation for Waterside Regeneration 2002

Association of Town Centre Managers Awards 
Best Town Centre Mixed Use Development 2002
 
 



Hammersmith Embankment
Building for Life - Silver Standard

SilvEr STANdArd AWArd 2005 

Putney Wharf
Putney

Judges Evaluation:  
‘Like most Building for Life schemes, housing is 
the overwhelming driver for development, but 
the casual visitor would not sense they were 
arriving at a new-build residential scheme: the 
mix of architectural styles, renovated buildings 
and landscaping combine as a quarter with 
a distinctive character, rather than as a new 
development. 

Putney Wharf is in a fantastic location for 
public transport with bus stops outside the 
site entrance, and Putney railway station 
and Putney Bridge tube station within easy 
walking distance. As a result, minimal car use by 
residents is encouraged.

The scheme has a range of tenure with both 
private and affordable housing, with one, two 
and three-bed apartments along with four-bed 
townhouses. 

The scheme’s central location, as well as a 
mixed-use provision on site, ensures close 
proximity to bars, restaurants, local schools 
and shops’.

Other Awards 
Planning for London Awards 2004
Best Planning built project contributing to 
London’s Future.



AWArd WiNNiNG rivErSidE SCHEME

Kew riverside, 
london

John Thompson & Partners project for St 
James Homes on the site of a former sewage 
treatment works adjacent to the River Thames 
has rapidly established itself as one of the 
most prestigious residential developments 
in London.  Almost 400 new houses and 
apartments are arranged in a series of distinct 
character areas with a strong emphasis on 
creating a ‘sense of place’.

The entrance space incorporates a 100m 
water feature that acts as a reflecting pond, 
surrounded by newly-planted mature 
trees.  The central ‘village green’ space 
connects through on to the Thames Path 
and is overlooked by large detached houses.  
Crescents of terraced houses face towards 
the river across Metropolitan Open Land that 
has been landscaped with over 10,000 native 
trees and shrubs in a scheme endorsed by the 
Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew.

Awards:
What House? Awards 2003
Best Development Gold Award Winner

Bentley International Property Awards 2003
Best UK Development 
Best Architecture (5 star rating)

Hammersmith Embankment
Award Winning Riverside Development



Hammersmith Embankment
Building for Life - Silver Standard

SilvEr STANdArd AWArd 2005 

Gunwharf Quays
Portsmouth

Judges Evaluation: 
A massive regeneration of a former naval 
depot in Portsmouth, this long-term project 
has had a tremendous impact both locally and 
regionally. 

Gunwharf	Quays	is	more	than	a	successful	
mixed-use housing scheme. It is a collection 
of experiences that brings together various 
types of housing in a carefully considered, 
safe environment, where everything is 
conveniently located on a unique south-facing 
waterfront site. The various aspects of the 
scheme complement one another to create 
a particular living experience that has proved 
popular and successful both as a place to live 
and a destination for a day out.

The ‘mixed-use’ includes housing, restaurants, 
the Aspex gallery and leisure facilities such as 
cinemas, health clubs and bowling. Moreover, 
its location – alongside Portsmouth Harbour – 
provides waterside views and a marina facility.
This scheme had a master plan that 
incorporated existing historic structures 
that had been part of the original storage 
area of Gunwharf, and important waterfront 
features including a canal and marina. The 
various buildings were designed by a variety of 
architects over a period of 10 years.

Awards:
The National HomeBuilder Design Awards  
Best Mixed-use Development 
Commendation for Best Use of a Brownfield Site



We have used examples from 
across all our developments 
to demonstrate how they 
meet each of  the 20 
Building for Life Standards 
– the most recognised 
scheme for assessing 
sustainable communities 
in the UK.

1 Provision of  community facilities 

2 Accommodation mix that reflects 
the needs of  the local community  

3 Tenure mix that reflects the needs 
of  the local community  

4 Development easy to access 
by public transport 

5 Reduced environmental impacts

6 Design specific to the scheme 

7 Reflects existing buildings and 
landscapes

8 Has a distinct character 

9 Navigation around the development 
is easily understood 

10   Clear layout of  streets and buildings   

11 Roads do not dominate 

12 Car parking well integrated so it does 
not dominate 

13 Streets are pedestrian-cycle- 
and vehicle-friendly 

14 Scheme integrates with existing 
paths and roads 

15 Public realm is overlooked 
to give a sense of  security 

16  Well designed public space

17 Architectural quality 

18  Well designed internal layouts

19 High quality, innovative construction 

20 Buildings outperform minimum 
standards

Leading by example –
Building for Life The 20 Building for Life Standards
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Hammersmith Embankment
Building for Life

Gold STANdArd AWArd 2003 

Charter Quay 
Kingston-upon-Thames 

Charter	Quay	is	a	high-density,	mixed-
use development that has regenerated an 
exceptionally important brownfield site 
in Kingston-upon-Thames, fronting onto 
both the River Thames and the historic 
market square.  The project consists of 
244 flats and town houses, a business 
centre, gymnasium, community theatre, 
a large bookstore, and several bars and 
restaurants arranged around a new public 
space overlooking the river.  The parking is 
entirely underground creating a pedestrian 
environment that includes a wildlife habitat, 
public art, access to the Thames Path and 
new moorings along the riverside.  The 
elevation to the market square reflects the 
scale and character of the existing buildings 
in a highly sympathetic manner. 

other Awards 
National Home Builder Design Awards 
Best Mixed-Use Development 2003

The Waterways Renaissance Awards 
Commendation for Waterside Regeneration 
2002

Association of Town Centre Managers 
Awards 
Best Town Centre Mixed Use Development 
2002
 
 

SilvEr STANdArd AWArd 2007 

The Manor
lower Earley, reading

The site is a former sewerage treatment 
works bound on to the north by 
undistinguishable housing and on the south 
by Lower Earley Way, a busy link road 
between Reading, Lower Earley and the M4. 
A major sewer runs under the north of the 
site	creating	a	no-build	zone.	The	response	
has been to create a development of 
distinct character where formal architecture, 
well mannered urban design and rich 
landscaping come together to create the feel 
of homes set next to a park.

The design picks up on the Berkshire 
vernacular, using the same multi-coloured 
stock brick and fenestration details for both 
market sale and affordable homes which 
bind the social units within the development 
without “social housing design” marking 
them out as different tenure. The scheme 
illustrates the appeal of keeping things simple 
while spending a little more on landscaping.

SilvEr STANdArd AWArd 2008 

Gunwharf Quays,
Portsmouth

Gunwharf	Quays	is	more	than	a	successful	
mixed-use housing scheme. It is a collection 
of experiences that brings together various 
types of housing in a carefully considered, 
safe environment, where everything is 
conveniently located on a unique south-
facing waterfront site. The various aspects 
of the scheme complement one another 
to create a particular living experience that 
has proved popular and successful both as a 
place to live and a destination for a day out.

The planning brief required restoration 
of the historic structures as well as the 
boundary walls from the 1870’s. Older 
buildings on the site, which needed to 
be retained included the Vulcan Building, 
the Infirmary building and the Board of 
Ordnance offices.

other Awards 
The National HomeBuilder Design Awards  
Best Mixed-use Development 
Commendation for Best Use of a 
Brownfield Site

SilvEr STANdArd AWArd 2005 

Putney Wharf
Putney

Putney Wharf is a high-density, mixed-
use development that  comprises cluster 
of smaller buildings around a tower. The 
‘Brewhouse’, contains apartments over 
ground floor commercial units. The larger 
block containing 80 apartments runs parallel 
to the Thames to form Putney Riverside 
Square,	also	known	as	the	piazza.	Set	back	
further from the river and fronting Putney 
Bridge Road is Castle Court, which extends 
the shopping streets of Putney High Street 
eastwards. The space between Castle Court 
and The Brewhouse includes an internal 
court garden. There are three internal court 
gardens across the development including 
one as a podium over underground parking. 
Part of the original brewery and warehouse 
that stood on the site has been retained as 
a new public house called the Boathouse. 

Building for Life winning Projects with John Thompson & Partners
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9 Navigation around the development 
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10   Clear layout of  streets and buildings   

11 Roads do not dominate 

12 Car parking well integrated so it does 
not dominate 

13 Streets are pedestrian-cycle- 
and vehicle-friendly 

14 Scheme integrates with existing 
paths and roads 

15 Public realm is overlooked 
to give a sense of  security 

16  Well designed public space

17 Architectural quality 

18  Well designed internal layouts

19 High quality, innovative construction 

20 Buildings outperform minimum 
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4 ST GEORGE WHARF 5 GROSVENOR WATERSIDE

18 GUNWHARF QUAYS 19 WEST 3 20 CASPIAN WHARF

11 WORCESTER PARK 12 ROYAL ARSENAL 13 KNOWLE VILLAGE 14 ROYAL CLARENCE MARINA

7 SUMMERS PLACE6 KINGSWAY SQUARE

10 QUEEN MARY’S PLACE

17 TABARD SQUARE Berkeley is proud to 
currently hold the 
most Building for Life 
Standards in the sector

3 KIDBROOKE VILLAGE
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Q&As

Focus on: Building Sustainable Communities 
Richard Simmons, CABE

CABE is the Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment. It provides expert 
independent advice to improve the quality of  what gets built in England. CABE also 
has a wider role to champion and lead the public and professional debate about how 
to create great places. CABE, in partnership with the Home Builders Federation, runs 
Building for Life.

Can you explain a little more about 
what Building for Life is?
Building for Life started in 2001 and has become the national 
standard for well-designed homes and neighbourhoods. 
Building for Life promotes design excellence and celebrates 
best practice in the housebuilding industry. The standard 
is based around 20 criteria set out in full on page 42 of  this 
report which embody a vision of  functional, attractive and 
sustainable housing. 

New housing developments are scored against the criteria to 
assess the quality of  their design. Building for Life standards 
are given to all entries to the Building for Life Awards that 
score more than 14/20. Schemes that score 14/20 or 15/20 
receive the Silver Standard while schemes scoring 16/20 or 
more receive the Gold Standard.

Building for Life Awards are then given on an annual basis to 
exceptional projects

Do you believe that good design can 
create sustainable communities?
Not on its own. It’s the people that make a place sustainable. 
But good design creates an essential context in which that can 
happen. Creating sustainable residential areas is about much 
more than just homes. It’s about creating public space where 
people can meet, a neighbourhood with jobs and services, and 
somewhere with room for sport and cultural activities. What 
I like about Building for Life is the way it creates a consistent 
framework for developers and planners to talk about how you 
deliver these things through good design. 

Berkeley is the first large housebuilder to commit to 
achieving Building for Life Silver on all developments – 
how significant is this commitment?
This is very significant and shrewd move by the Berkeley 
Group. Over the years Berkeley has delivered many exemplary 
schemes from Gunwharf  Quays and Royal Arsenal to City 
Quarter and Imperial Wharf. But what this new commitment 
demonstrates is that it is possible to deliver commercially 
viable developments that are also well designed on all 
schemes, not just the exemplary ones.
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