
Fort Halstead, Sevenoaks, UK

Reuse of a former military site to create 
a new neighbourhood set in ancient 
woodland



Previously utilised as a government Defence Science and Research 
site, Fort Halstead will have a new lease of life and become a mixed-
use neighbourhood with 750 homes, employment space, a hotel, a 
village centre and a historic interpretation centre. The redevelopment 
will secure a viable, sustainable and vibrant long-term future for Fort 
Halstead that recognises its unique qualities and heritage.

Fort Halstead will regenerate a major site providing a range of 
employment opportunities and create a new village community which 
complements and integrates into the existing network of surrounding 
village settlements. The neighbourhood will sit in its natural woodland 
setting to ensure it is sensitive to its rural environment and will 
not have an adverse impact on the natural beauty, character and 
tranquility of the Kent Downs Area of Natural Beauty (AONB).

Anisbirches Walk will be the central green link through the 
neighbourhood, connecting the two ancient woodland clusters. This 
green link will provide the setting for the main east-west pedestrian 
and cycle route through the village, with houses nestled within the 
existing mature landscape. A staggered arrangement of built form on 
either side of the green link will establish an interesting and varied 
frontage whilst providing good levels of passive surveillance to ensure 
a safe and welcoming space at all times.

Project Delivery

–  A high-quality ‘place’ with a unique identity featuring 750 
dwellings which addresses the local area’s housing needs.

–  Diverse range of market and affordable housing types, including 
the potential for housing for older people.

–  The village centre will form the heart of the neighbourhood 
where both employment and community are integrated in 
retained and refurbished existing buildings. 

–  A series of ‘green fingers’ extending throughout the residential 
clusters, provides areas of public open space, pedestrian links, 
allows for tree retention, and provides habitat corridors between 
areas of ancient woodland. 

–  A range of new open spaces creating opportunities for recreation 
and biodiversity enhancement.

–  Creation of up to 1,000 new jobs through two new employment 
zones in the new village centre consisting of research and 
development, light industrial space, flexible mixed-use office and 
innovation space.. 

–  Secure bike storage at home and at new bus stops in the village 
centre link to accessible networks of new footways and cycleways 
to encourage cycling and walking.

Client

Cornwall Council

The redevelopment of Fort Halstead presents a once in lifetime 
opportunity for the Sevenoaks district to create a modern, English 
village; in a unique setting with a complementary relationship with the 
neighbouring village communities.

Charles Campion, Partner at JTP


