
The Hethersett community planning process is being organised by John Thompson & 
Partners, Urbanists & Architects on behalf of Ptarmigan Land.  For more information please 
contact Charles Campion at John Thompson & Partners,  23-25 Great Sutton Street, 
London, EC1V 0DN, telephone: 020 7017 1780,  email: cc@jtp.co.uk. 

A ViSioN For HETHErSETT NorTH
The development at Hethersett North provides 
the opportunity to create new distinctive high 
quality and sustainable neighbourhoods set within a 
generous and spectacular landscape network of 
parks, water features, sports pitches, allotments, 
community gardens and cycle ways.  The proposals 
include up to 1,196 homes, a new primary school, 
expansion to Hethersett Secondary School playing 
f ields, sports pitches, ponds, allotments, community 
gardens and a small local centre offering space for 
local businesses. A signif icant proportion of the site 
will be accessible to the public offering a new 
leisure resource for the residents of Hethersett. 

oUTLiNE PLANNiNG APPLiCATioN
It is now a year and a half since members of the 
community participated at the Hethersett 
Community Planning Weekend when the Vision for 
Hethersett North was created.  Since then we 
have been working towards the submission of the 
planning application in October 2011. The 
proposals which form part of the planning 
application were shown to the community at the 
public exhibition on 22 September 2011 at 
Hethersett Methodist Church and are summarised 
in this Newsletter.  

BACkGroUND
The Greater Norwich Joint Core Strategy ( JCS) 
adopted by the local Councils in March 2011, 
requires land at Hethersett to be found for the 
development of at least 1000 new homes, with 
potentially more land required to deliver a 
proportion of the ‘smaller sites in the Norwich 
Policy Area (NPA)’ allowance.  The JCS indicates 
that there is a fur ther 1800 homes to be allocated 
at settlements in South Norfolk beyond those 
identif ied in the JCS. 

Hethersett Land Ltd, part of the Ptarmigan Group, 
is working with landowners to explore how the 
housing strategy suggested by the Council can best 
be delivered in the future. As a result, John 
Thompson & Partners have been appointed to 
engage residents and stakeholders in the 
assessment of the issues and opportunities for 
Hethersett and the surrounding area, including 
Little Melton, and to develop a Vision and 
proposals for the future development.  
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View from public open space to family housing 



Masterplan

 New pedestrian footpaths, cycle routes and trim trails set 
within parkland

 Footpath and cycle route to Hethersett village centre

rESiDENTiAL USES

 Apar tments above ground f loor mixed uses def ine 
neighbourhood centre

 Low density and larger dwellings def ine parkland edge

 Mix of detached, semi-detached and terraced dwellings def ine 
the east-west street

 Housing with accommodation to encourage home working 
located around neighbourhood green

oPEN SPACE AND PUBLiC rEALm

 Existing woodland retained

 Existing woodland retained and thinned to create park and 
informal play

 Existing hedgerows retained and incorporated within green 
f ingers

 Neighbourhood park creating a focal point

 Attenuation pond for surface water storage

 Sustainable Urban Drainage System (SUDs) links attenuation 
ponds and incorporated within green f ingers

 New planting and structural landscape buffer created to 
northern boundary

CommUNiTy FACiLiTiES & mixED USES

 New primary school

 Playing f ields to primary school

 Site for additional secondary school playing f ields to enable 
extension of school on existing playing f ields

 New club house for Hethersett Athletic FC

 New sports pitches for Hethersett Athletic FC

 Neighbourhood centre including uses complementary to 
Hethersett Village such as convenience store, hairdressers, dry 
cleaners, take-way, and small business units

 Allotments and community orchards

moVEmENT & TrANSPorTATioN

 Improvements to Colney Lane and Norwich Road junction 
including traff ic signals

 New vehicular access created from Colney Lane to 
 Hethersett North

 New vehicular route created from Burnthouse Lane 
 to Colney Lane

 Burnthouse Lane re-designated to pedestrian and cycle route, 
retaining existing hedgerows

 Back Lane re-designated between Colney Lane and 
Churchf ields to a pedestrian and cycle route with access 

 to existing dwellings

 Cycle and pedestrian routes providing links to Norwich 
Research Park

 Pedestrian crossing on Back Lane providing safe links between 
secondary school and new playing f ields

 New vehicular access from New Road and Great Melton Road 
to Hethersett North

 East-west vehicular route created through new neighbourhood 
designed to maximum 20 mph for strategic and journey to 
work trips

 Little Melton Road improved with pedestrian footpath and 
cycleway

 Limited vehicular access to Henstead Road

 Pedestrian links to connect to existing footpaths and 
 Rights of Way
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illustrative masterplan for Hethersett North
The illustrative masterplan on this page will 
form part of the planning submission for 
Hethersett North.
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View across sports pitches to Parkside



CommUNiTy ENGAGEmENT
The community engagement process began in 
February 2010 and involved over three hundred 
people including residents, businesses and interest
groups, who were encouraged to participate in the 
design and development of a new Vision for 
Hethersett.  The focus for this activity was the 
Vision for Hethersett Community Planning 
Weekend held in March 2010 to discuss issues and 
consider options for the growth of the village.  

Following two public days, the facilitation team, led 
by JTP, worked to assess the outcomes and create 
a new Vision for Hethersett which was reported 
back to the community on Tuesday 23 March 2010 
at Hethersett High School.
 
Since the Community Planning Weekend the 
proposals have been developed and further events, 
meetings and discussions have taken place with the 
community, local stakeholders and local district and 
parish councillors.  The exhibition held on 22 
September 2011 gave the local community a 
chance to view the scheme and make comments 
prior to the submission of the planning application 
for Hethersett North which is expected to be 
submitted in October 2011.

There will be a fur ther opportunity to formally 
comment on the planning application following its 
submission to South Norfolk Council.
 

Community Engagement Process

The Hethersett community planning process is being organised by John Thompson & Partners, Urbanists & Architects on behalf of 
Ptarmigan Land.  For more information please contact Charles Campion at John Thompson & Partners,  23-25 Great Sutton Street, 
London, EC1V 0DN, telephone: 020 7017 1780,  email: cc@jtp.co.uk. 

Community Planning Weekend - march 2010

Hethersett Green


