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Team Profile - Bidwells
Urban extensions and large urban development 
opportunities represent a common feature in 
evolving Local Development Framework Plans 
and Local Authority development strategies.

Spatial Masterplanning is an essential part of the 
development process. It f lows from 
understanding community and stakeholder 
needs and the basic physical, planning policy and 
capacity constraints of the site. It is the 
opportunity to communicate design principles 
and an enabling framework for the development 
of the design into more detailed design stages. 
The need to balance high design standards 
together with sustainable construction, energy 
conservation, landscape and ecological 
constraints necessitate the integration of project 
management in the production of  the 
Masterplan.

We have experience preparing complex and 
sensitive planning proposals, both locally around 
Norwich and further af ield. 

HaverHill

Bidwells Planning Team has submitted a planning 
application to St Edmundsbury Borough Council 
for a new urban extension and relief road to the 
north-west of Haverhill, Suffolk.  The planning 
application relates to a residential-led mixed use 
scheme including up to 1,150 new dwellings, 
relief road, primary school, local centre and 
associated infrastructure including vehicular, 
pedestrian and bridleway access, open space 
and drainage works. 

The submission of the application followed the 
development and approval of a Masterplan for 
the development of the site by St Edmundsbury 
Borough Council produced by Bidwells and 
which was the culmination of extensive 
discussion and negotiations following the 
promotion and identif ication of the site as a 
strategic growth location within the Adopted 
Local Plan.  

Bidwells led the development of the scheme and 
masterplanning process and the subsequent 
preparation of the planning application, 
coordinating a team of consultants providing 
highways, drainage, noise, air quality, archaeology 
and sustainability advice.  This also involved the 
coordination and management of an 
Environmental Impact Assessment in relation to 
the proposals and production of the associated 
Environmental Statement.

WHiteHouse Farm, Blue Boar lane 
sproWston, norWicH

Bidwells acted for a consortium of developers in 
the early identif ication and promotion of a 76ha 
site for an urban extension to Norwich.  Once 
the allocation in the Broadland Local Plan was 
achieved, Bidwells continued working jointly 
with Broadland District Council to produce a 
Development Brief and accompanying 
Sustainability Appraisal.

An Outline Planning Application was submitted 
for 1,230 dwellings including 40% affordable 
housing, a primary school, a link road, extended 
bus service, sports provision and associated 
infrastructure, accompanied by an 
Environmental Impact Assessment, to address 
the wide ranging issues. The application required 
extensive negotiations on S106 matters.

land registry
nottingHam

Bidwells are appointed by Land Registry to 
submit an application to redevelop the existing 
13.4 hectare employment site for residential 
development comprising 450-475 dwellings.  An 
integrated and multi-disciplinary team created a 
design concept  with the emphasis on place-
making for family orientated accommodation 
within the existing suburban context.  A 
circulatory bus service is proposed together 
with innovative and sustainable drainage systems 
including green roof, a central swale forming an 
attractively landscaped avenue and a community 
garden.  

Bidwells undertook an exhaustive liaison and 
consultation process with local residents, 
stakeholders, statutory consultees, independent 
review panels and the City Council. This ongoing 
dialogue has helped to shape and evolve the 
masterplan process culminating in an exhibition 
of the draft proposal to members of the public 
and employees over a three day period.  

land registry, nottingham

Whitehouse Farm, Blue Boar lane, sprowston, norwich

Haverhill
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pauls malt, WallingFord

mixed-tenure residential development
The redevelopment of Pauls Malt arose from 
the regeneration of a brownfield industrial site 
close to the centre of Wallingford. The current 
use has ceased and the site was allocated for 
housing provision. Through extensive local 
neighbourhood, planning and district council 
consultation, along with an open planning 
consultation event, we prepared a scheme 
providing 149 dwellings on the residential part 
of the site with an overall density of 41 
dwellings per hectare. 

The scheme offers a mix of housing type, size 
and tenure across the site, based around a 
series of squares, mews courts and a new 
village green integrating with the local cycle and 
pedestrian network Part of the site was taken 
up by the Cholsey and Wallingford Railway  
Preservation Society with an area allocated for 
a potential commuter link between Cholsey and 
Wallingford.

Team Profile - John Thompson & Partners
John Thompson & Partners are architects and urbanists with substantial 
experience of delivering large-scale residential and mixed-use projects 
throughout the UK and across Europe. We are renowned for our skills in 
sustainable placemaking, and for a consensus-led approach to projects that 
simultaneously brings about social, economic and environmental change. 

We place great importance on developing long-term relationships with all 
of our clients; and work with them to deliver commercially viable schemes 
that improve quality of life for the wider population. We are highly 
successful at negotiating planning consents, and are frequently 
commissioned to work on schemes of a highly complex or sensitive nature.

tHe village at caterHam, surrey

mixed-use development on Brownfield land
John Thompson & Partners’ award-winning, 
mixed-use project for Linden Homes is one of 
the f irst examples of a private developer using 
consensus-led masterplanning to create a new 
sustainable community.

Over 1000 local people were involved in the 
initial vision-building exercise held on the site, a 
former army barracks with several Grade II 
listed buildings. The scheme as built is an 
economically-integrated, mixed-use 
neighbourhood that includes residential 
accommodation, a supermarket, off ices, a 
veterinary hospital, a doctor’s surgery, an 
indoor skateboard and BMX centre, as well as 
new landscaping and open space.

Of the 366 new homes created, 28% are 
affordable units provided by The Guinness 
Trust, and distributed within each phase of the 
development alongside those for private sale. A 
Community Development Trust is managing 
leisure and business facilities on the site and 
using its assets to create jobs for local people.

Queen elizaBetH park, guildFord

High density, mixed-use residential 
development
John Thompson & Partners’ award-winning 
mixed-use development on the former Queen 
Elizabeth Barracks in Guildford has been carried 
out on behalf of Laing and Linden Homes. 

The project began with a community planning 
exercise that gave local residents and other 
stakeholders an opportunity to express their 
concerns and aspirations for the development. 
The masterplan responds to the existing trees 
and natural features of the site and integrates 
the new housing with the established residential 
neighbourhoods that surround the site. 

More than 525 new homes including private, 
affordable, rented, and shared equity properties 
have been arranged into a series of distinct 
character areas, along with other mixed uses. A 
new village green gives the development a clear 
focus, and a network of green routes within the 
parkland has been provided for pedestrians and 
cyclists.

pauls malt, Wallingford Queen elizabeth park, guildford the village at caterham, surrey
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code For sustainaBle Homes scoring criteria

Bubbledeck concrete slab:  uses recycled 
plastic balls as a void former, 1kg of 
recycled plastic will replace 100kg of 
concrete. 

Advantages:  less concrete used in 
construction, reuse of recycled plastic, 
manufacture the reinforcing and 
Bubbledeck offsite and simply place and 
concrete

Lucido solar facade: layered  
facade system made of 
solar glass, an absorber of 
wood and an insulated wall. 

Advantages: system stores 
heat from the sun and 
warms the home reducing 
the need for heating 
systems and saving energy.

Sigma 2 Build system: closed panel 
timber frame system using innovative 
‘space stud’ system. 

Advantages: provides thermal break, 
pre-insulated edge junctions, reduced 
wood content and use of lower grade 
cheaper and locally sourced timber

Coiled heating loop:  60cm 
high coil of copper containing 
hot water at the top of the 
chimney. 

Advantages: the coil generates 
forced convection exaggerating 
the stack effect in the solar 
chimney making it more 
effective

SPF solar collectors: 
Evacuated tubes 
solar water heaters 
providing hot water in 
summer 

Draught limiter: Kutzner-
weber mechanical dampener 
to regulate air f low out of 
the chimney. 

Advantages: prevents 
draughts that may have been 
caused by the stack effect

Sunpower solar panel: 
generating electricity 
for the dwelling.  

Advantages: up to 50% 
more eff icient than 
conventional designs 
and 100% more than 
thin f ilm solar panels

Eco-tower for 
birds and insects

Native fruiting 
hedgeSolar Car Port

Vegetable Plot Wildlife pond

passive House

sketcH sHoWing orientation concept

© www.viridiansolar.co.uk

introduction
Proposals for growth at Hethersett will need to be accompanied by an 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). This is a legal requirement. 

The development will follow the most recognised sustainability strategy 
through the Energy Hierarchy:

» priority 1: Energy conservation - changing wasteful behavior to 
reduce demand.

» priority 2: Energy eff iciency - using technology to reduce energy 
losses and eliminate energy waste.

» priority 3: Exploitation of renewable, sustainable resources.
» priority 4: Exploitation of non-sustainable resources using CO2 

emissions reduction technologies.
» priority 5: Exploitation of conventional resources as we do now.

The general Design Philosophy for the dwellings would be to provide 
building fabric that performs in excess of current Building regulations to 
maximise energy conservation and then consider the use of renewable 
energy sources.  This approach provides the required f lexibility for a 
development of this scale to enable developers to adapt their strategy as 
different phases are progressed to utilise the latest building techniques 
and renewable technologies.

The environmental credentials of the development will be measured 
against the Code for Sustainable Homes.  This is a national standard that 
measures the performance of dwellings against current regulations in 
relation to issues such as energy use, water eff iciency and use of 
materials.  The Code for Sustainable Homes ratings proposed for the 
development are:

» 40% of all units will be to Code Level 3 (Code 4 for Water 
Eff iciency)

» 50% of all units will be to Code Level 4
» 10% of all units will be to Code Level 5

renewable energy
An expansive range of renewable and low carbon technologies has been 
considered for the proposed development.  
The appraisal considered the use of renewable systems for individual 
dwellings as well as community energy systems.  We have considered the 
use of small scale district systems (serving clusters of up to 50 dwellings) 
as this provides suff icient f lexibility to adapt these systems as the scheme 
develops.  The use of district energy systems serving more properties will 
continue to be explored. 

At this stage the following renewable and low carbon technologies are 
considered to be the most viable for this development:  

» Solar thermal panels to provide hot water.
» Photovoltaic panels to provide electricity.
» Mechanical Ventilation Heat Recovery to provide an eff icient heating 

system and a healthy method of managing dwellings with low air 
permeability.

» Gas Flue Heat Recovery Systems to improve the eff iciency of 
boilers.

» Biomass/Biofuel community heating systems.

Our appraisal demonstrates that by the adoption of the strategy of 
incorporating energy eff icient measures and the use of solar thermal, 
photovoltaics, mechanical ventilation with heat recovery and gas f lue heat 
recovery systems the percentage of energy use through renewable 
sources is 20.5%.  This represents a conservative assessment and is likely 
to increase through the use of district energy systems. 
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Community Benef its

vehicular improvements

open space and public realm

Hethersett north provides the existing community of 
Hethersett and new residents with a broad range of 
community benefits from public parks to improved 
walking and cycling  routes.
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Community Benef its

community Facilities and mixed uses

Walking and cycling


