
Active Urban is committed to working closely with the local 
community and appointed collaborative planning specialists JTP 
to work with Hoopers and facilitate the Community Planning 
Weekend.

The Weekend was an opportunity to share local knowledge and 
participate in walkabouts, workshops and hands-on planning 
groups. There was also an exhibition explaining the background of 
the site.

REPORT BACK PRESENTATION
Following the community planning process, which began at the 
launch before Easter and culminated in the two public workshop 
days, the JTP-led team analysed and summarised the outcomes 
and drew up a Vision for the site. This was presented to the local 
community on Tuesday evening, 19 April at Woodbridge Primary 
School.

The design team will move forward to prepare a detailed planning 
application for the site, which it is anticipated will be submitted in 
the summer. 

COMMUNICATING WITH THE COMMUNITY
At the Community Planning Weekend participants said they 
wanted to continue to be involved in the development of the 
proposals.  So, at the Report Back, it was announced that a new 
project website will be created and an update meeting will be held 
in late June or July (date and venue to be announced).
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For further information about the Melton Hill Community Planning Weekend, please visit 
www.jtp.co.uk or contact Jennifer Johnson at community@jtp.co.uk or on Freephone 0800 0126730.

A VISION FOR MELTON HILL
Around 150 members of the Woodbridge and Melton community 
participated at the Melton Hill Woodbridge Community Planning 
Weekend on 15 & 16 April 2016 to help create a Vision for a high 
quality residential development on land at Melton Hill currently 
occupied by Suffolk Coastal District Council offices.

Key ideas to emerge included:
• Creating an attractive new residential quarter for 21st century 

Woodbridge, not just another housing estate;
• Introducing community and commercial uses to provide 

vitality and interest;
• Providing a mix of housing to serve the needs of the 

Woodbridge and create a balanced community;
• Allowing the Drummer Boys statue to stay in its current 

location and opening up views to Sutton Hoo;
• Designing high quality landscape and pedestrian routes 

through the development; and
• Creating a new water meadow in the flood zone with 

‘boardwalks’ connecting through to the neighbours at The 
Maltings and Deben Road.

BACKGROUND
Suffolk Coastal District Council is moving to new premises in 
Melton to reduce running costs. Active Urban Property Group 
has been selected as preferred developer, with their architects 
Hoopers, for the 3.23 acre Melton Hill site close to Woodbridge 
town centre.

Artist impression of a new 
public space at the top of 
Melton Hill opening up views 
down to the River Deben



ACCESS & CONNECTIONS

Wider paved frontage providing 
inviting setting to site and easier 
access

New pedestrian crossings allow 
easier navigation and traffic 
calming

Ramped approach to undercroft 
parking at lower level

Emergency access only to the 
south 

Potential footpath connection to 
Maltings Yard

New footpath connection east-
west through the site

Pedestrian / cycle link from Deben 
Road to Maltings Yard via new 
Boardwalk and wetland area

BUILT FORM

Pavilion buildings fronting onto 
The Thoroughfare repair street 
frontage and continue grain as per 
opposite side of street

Focal building on axis with Pytches 
Road

Courtyard buildings with semi 
private gardens

Pivotal building at heart of the 
scheme

Townhouses to northern 
boundary

Potential Self-build duplexes with 
verandas overlooking wetland 
meadow

Warehouse style building to 
replicate scale of built form with 
Maltings Yard development

Smaller scale of buildings adjacent 
to Listed building

Viewing tower

CONSENSUS MASTERPLAN

LANDSCAPE & OPEN SPACE

Drummer Boys statue set within 
enhanced hard landscaped setting

Vista through to river Deben and 
Sutton Hoo

New square with street trees 
forming sense of arrival

Semi-formal garden incorporating 
active water features

Natural garden meadow leading 
towards wetland area and viewing 
tower

Private gardens

Semi private courtyard gardens 
with raised ‘edible garden’ planters

Garden square creating setting to 
adjacent Listed building

Vegetation along boundaries to 
be retained where possible and 
supplemented where appropriate 
to create privacy, security and 
setting

MIXED USES

Mixed use areas at ground floor 
front onto Formal square

Concierge and flexible business 
space

Cafe fronting onto The 
Thoroughfare with outdoor space 
for seating

Creative and flexible community 
space at ground floor level

Arrival space provides drop off 
and access for deliveries

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

1

2

15

16

16

16

10 12

22

11

18

9

24

3

23

13

25

14

8

29
26 17

9

19

7

7

28

4
20

28 6
5

27

9

21

20 30

21

6

27

9
26

28

14



ARTIST IMPRESSIONS

For further information about the Melton Hill Community Planning Weekend, please visit 
www.jtp.co.uk or contact Jennifer Johnson at community@jtp.co.uk or on Freephone 0800 0126730.

The journey towards the river 
leads through a sequence 
of formal, ornamental and 
natural spaces

The new viewing tower 
overlooks a natural meadow 
and the pedestrian lane up to 
Melton Hill



The following themes represent a summary of the views of 
participants over the Community Planning process which began 
at the launch on 21 March and culminated at the Community 
Planning Weekend. All quotes are from community participants 
unless otherwise stated.

A UNIQUE LOCATION

The Melton Hill site sits on the brow of a hill, with great views 
over the River Deben to Sutton Hoo. Participants saw the 
potential of this unique site to deliver an exceptional residential 
development, integrated into Woodbridge and with scope to 
explore the potential for mixed uses on the site to encourage 
social integration and community benefit. There was no support 
for any kind of gated housing estate.

“We need to make something exceptional here – 
it should be a living community, not just housing.”

“Everyone knows that the Council car park has 
the best views in Woodbridge.”

CREATING A PLACE

Participants expect a high quality scheme - the crucial aspect is to 
create a ‘place’, not just a housing estate. It was felt that intimate 
streets with a sense of enclosure would reflect the Woodbridge 
character with local materials, but that contemporary design 
should be introduced rather than pastiche.  Using the site’s 
slope for underground parking would create a largely car free 
environment to the benefit of the development.

“We need housing which feels part of the town 
centre, not an estate on its own.”

“I would like to see a site with imaginative, 
modern, low-carbon buildings of distinctive and 
attractive design, i.e. not ‘clone town’ designs.”

Melton Hill, Woodbridge
Community Planning Weekend

KEY THEMES
Report Back Broadsheet, 19 April 2016

A WELCOMING ENTRANCE

There was a desire to create a public space on Melton Hill with 
open views from Melton Hill to the river.  Traffic calming measures 
should be explored to reduce traffic speeds at the junction with 
Pytches Road and improve the quality of the environment.  This in 
turn could persuade more people to walk rather than drive into 
town and improve safety for local children walking to Woodbridge 
Primary School.

“Open up a view through the site to the river.”

“We need a safer junction at Pytches Road, 
especially for children walking to Woodbridge 

Primary School.”

STAY OR GO

The Drummer Boys statue is a significant landmark and 
participants felt that the possibility of it remaining in its existing 
location should be explored. Similarly whilst some people saw 
the potential to retain and convert the existing buildings fronting 
Melton Hill others felt they were of little significance and could be 
replaced by new buildings of high quality.

“The Drummer Boys statue comes from a Kipling 
short story: they refused to retreat. If you leave it 

where it is, that would be lovely.”

“The buildings are not listed - they are not 
particularly special!”

“What about an art gallery and café in the old 
Police station, with a really wide window that has 

a view to the river?”

For further information about the Melton Hill Community Planning Weekend, please visit 
www.jtp.co.uk or contact Jennifer Johnson at community@jtp.co.uk or on Freephone 0800 0126730.



LANDSCAPE & ENVIRONMENT

The provision of hard and soft public spaces within the site, should 
include inspirational play areas, encourage social interaction and 
help integrate the site with the rest of Woodbridge. The flood 
plain area can provide space for imaginative natural meadow with 
boardwalks. 

“We must have somewhere that children can play 
safely, with no cars – what about trees to climb!”

“More growing space and room for nature would 
end up with a happier community with less stress.”

INTEGRATION & MIXED USES

It was felt that the new residents should be integrated with 
existing parts of Woodbridge, not just physically but socially.  
Most participants wanted the site to provide a mix of housing 
with a focus on affordability.  A development that includes a mix 
of uses and incorporates some space for art, meetings and/or 
youth activities would be welcome. The development will provide 
contributions to local infrastructure as part of the planning 
agreement.

“Young people grow up here and want to stay in 
their home town - we need somewhere for them.”

“There’s up to 50 groups who all tend to do their 
own thing.  We need a community space that’s 

multi-generation, to bring people together.”

NEW LINKS

A new pedestrian and cycle link close to the railway could be 
created to Deben Road and The Maltings. This would provide 
neighbours with an alternative route to the riverside, the town 
centre and the new meadow at the bottom of the site.  The new 
link must be sensitively designed to protect the residential amenity 
of those who live in immediate proximity. 

“We want people to get out of their cars and on 
to their feet.”

“Our dream is for a way through – only walking 
or cycling though – as it’s such a horrible route to 

town along the main road.”

RESPECT FOR NEIGHBOURS

Respect for all neighbours is a key consideration, in terms of 
ensuring privacy through natural screening, and mitigating noise 
and disruption during the construction phase.

“Keep the trees – they’re full of wild plums and it’s 
a natural barrier.”

OPPORTUNITY FOR SOMETHING UNIQUE

There is a strong creative community within Woodbridge. 
Participants suggested a new neighbourhood that is innovative and 
with benefits to the town, which could include exploring other 
options of affordable living, such as live/work and self-build and 
providing training and employment opportunities for local people.

“I’m very keen that builders should not put up 
same old buildings – use our young people to 

learn new building technologies.”

CONTINUING THE PARTICIPATION PROCESS

A large number of people participated positively in the process, 
contributing many ideas and suggestions for the future of the 
site.  It is important to continue the process and a future meeting 
would be welcome. In addition, the setting up of a new website 
could provide information and updates on a regular basis. 

“What happens on this site could influence the 
rest of Woodbridge.”

“We need to keep this group going!”




