
A wide range of local interests and residents participated in at 
the Asheridge Road, Chesham Community Planning Day on 
Saturday, 12 March 2016 to help create a Vision for a sustainable 
new neighbourhood at Asheridge Road on vacant and derelict 
brownfield land. 

Participants said they appreciated the opportunity to be involved 
at an early stage and wanted to see the process continue through 
the design development phase.  

Key themes included:
• Wide support for a residential led development to bring the 

long derelict site back into use;
• The potential to integrate the regeneration of the site with 

improvements to the neighbouring Co-op Field;
• A need to consider the impact on the local infrastructure, 

services and the neighbouring area, including traffic and 
parking, and; 

• A need to take account of views from nearby properties 
when developing the plans. 

The Community Planning Day was led by architects JTP, for Shaw 
Corporation, on behalf of site owners Matterhorn. The workshops 
gave local residents the chance to identify the challenges and 
opportunities for the site, as well as drawing ideas for the new 
development.

Following the public workshop day, the JTP led team analysed 
and summarised the outcomes and drew up a new Vision for the 
site, including an illustrative masterplan. This was presented to the 
local community at the Report Back on Tuesday, 22 March 2016 at 
Chesham Methodist Church.

PLANNING APPLICATION

The project team will now prepare a detailed planning application 
for the site, which it is anticipated will be submitted in June 2016.

A S H E R I D G E  R O A D ,  C H E S H A M
C O M M U N I T Y  P L A N N I N G  D AY

REPORT BACK BROADSHEET 
22 March 2016

The Vision for Asheridge Road, Chesham Community Planning process has been organised by JTP, architects and masterplanners, 
for Shaw Corporation, on behalf of Matterhorn. If you would like any more information please visit www.jtp.co.uk or contact 

Charles Campion, JTP, at community@jtp.co.uk or on Freephone: 0800 0126 730

 Aerial view looking over Asheridge Road
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ACCESS

Two main access points along 
Asheridge Road with a separate 
vehicular access for Building F

Existing footpath link from 
Asheridge Road to Co-op Field 
will now benefit from natural 
surveillance

New green pedestrian link from 
Co-op Field into site: extension of 
open space through the scheme

4. Potential pedestrian link through to
road on northern boundary

LANDSCAPE

Landscaped green space on arrival 
connecting into Co-op Field

Existing mature tree lines retained 
and improved

Informal play space located to 
benefit from passive surveillance

 Large green space connecting with 
the existing park area

 Green corridor connecting the 
park with the enterprise space and 
incorporating sustainable urban 
drainage systems

BUILDINGS

10. Villa blocks along Asheridge Road

11. Business enterprise space within
building

12. Focal buildings to terminate long
views

13. ‘Down-slope’ house typology to
utilise slopes

14. ‘Up-slope’ house typology that
allow visual permeability in-
between

PARKING & TRANSPORT

 Undercroft parking, possibly 
contained beneath a landscaped 
podium deck

16. Surface parking courts to allow
visual permeability through the site

 Shared surface parking courts

 Electric vehicle charging points

 Potential for on-site car club to
provide access to a car without
ownership

 Potential for traffic-calming and
parking measures on Asheridge
Road
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Entrance from Asheridge Road looking to new green space linking to Co-op Field

 Looking into new green space from Co-op Field



All quotes are from participants at the Community Planning Day.

FUTURE OF THE SITE

The community recognise the need for more housing in 
Chesham and support using brownfield sites to minimize the 
need to build on greenfield sites. There was wide support by 
participants for the residential-led regeneration of the vacant and 
derelict Asheridge Road site to bring it back into use. Many in the 
community didn’t feel the site was suitable for employment due 
to Asheridge Road and the local road network being unsuitable 
for employment related traffic including HGV’s. Feedback from a 
recent survey by Asheridge Vale and Lowndes Community 
Association showed the majority of people were in support of 
housing on the site, perhaps with some business / commercial 
space. 

“I don’t think there’s any objection to housing here, it 
depends how it’s done.”

“There’s a great change in the nature of “work”. The 
need to put people all under one roof is changing.”

RESPECT FOR NEIGHBOURS

There are many people who live near to the site – some closer 
than others - and the housing layout and design must be sensitive 
to those who currently overlook the space – from both sides of 
the valley.  The issue of increased noise was raised by those who 
live nearby.  Consideration should be given to the roofline of the 
development and the impact of blocks of flats on views and 
existing amenity. Management of construction traffic will be 
important, with no vehicles idling in nearby streets or parked off 
site. 

“Roofs become key because the site’s in a valley.”

MIXED USE ASPIRATIONS

Non-residential uses on the site will need to be assessed for 
viability and demand. The idea of enterprise space was 
welcomed, as long as the space is well designed, well occupied 
and increases the mixed-use vibrancy of the residential 
neighbourhood. The inclusion of a flexible community space 
would also be welcome.  

“Consider an area for young entrepreneurs - 
they could rent a desk. If things go well they could 

then move across the road to a bigger space.”

ASHERIDGE ROAD, CHESHAM
COMMUNITY PLANNING DAY

KEY THEMES



CO-OP FIELD AND GREEN SPACE

Co-op Field lies next to the Asheridge Road site. This could 
provide a benefit to both new and existing residents in terms of 
design (a ‘green’ character could extend through the new 
neighbourhood), regeneration (the field is a local amenity that 
needs improving), management and maintenance.  As green 
space within the Asheridge Road development will need to be 
properly looked after, management could perhaps be extended 
to include the Co-op Field. A new play space should be shared 
by new and existing residents.

“The site opens up other possibilities - 
link it with the Co-op Field.”

REGENERATION AND A SENSE OF PRIDE

Most people value what Chesham has to offer, including its 
community feel, its location, its heritage, its accessibility to central 
London and proximity to beautiful countryside. There is also an 
awareness of limited shopping in the town centre, concerns 
about traffic congestion and the impact of ever-increasing house 
prices – to buy or to rent. Participants of the community planning 
process agreed that the Asheridge Road site could be a catalyst 
for the regeneration of this part of Chesham.  Local people want 
a new neighbourhood they can be proud of. Young people in 
particular see it as an opportunity to do something different and 
hope it could have a positive impact on the town and their own 
quality of life.

“The site could be the catalyst for 
regenerating the town.”

CONTINUING INVOLVEMENT

Participants welcomed the Community Planning process and the 
opportunity to be involved in considering issues and ideas for the 
new neighbourhood.  Some saw the approach as a “breath of 
fresh air” and people expressed a desire to continue to be 
involved as the proposals develop.  In addition a communication 
strategy should be developed to ensure those who don’t come 
to meetings can still be kept informed eg through leaflets and 
online.

“When the developers move away, what’s built is 
going to be here for a hundred years. We want 

something go be proud of.”

HOUSING SIZE, DESIGN AND TENURE

There is a need to move away from the post-war low density 
housing layouts and design appropriately for the new century.  
Higher density development on brownfield sites such as 
Asheridge Road can help to protect the greenbelt, whilst taking 
account of local character and infrastructure. Chesham needs a 
wider variety of housing types, including affordable for first time 
buyers. Young people and key workers in particular are feeling 
the pressure of rising rents. Participants wanted to see a range of 
housing on the site, including smaller units and some affordable 
provision. There was also a suggestion for some self-build. It was 
felt important that whilst the design of new housing should ‘fit in’ 
to the Chesham’s historic character, it is important to make the 
most of 21st century sustainable technology.

“We’re building this for 21st century Chesham - 
going forward, not backwards!”

IMPACT ON LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE 

Chesham’s proposed housing expansion – which includes other 
planned developments nearby - will have a major impact on the 
town’s existing infrastructure.  Local schools in particular have 
little capacity to accommodate the needs of families who will 
arrive as Chesham grows. The drainage system is Victorian and 
under strain. Dialogue with the Council, service providers and 
utility companies is needed to ensure improvements to local 
infrastructure external to the site, such as waste management 
and sewerage, medical facilities, school places and roads.

“In two years you’ll have the ‘bulge’ - 
where will the children go to school, there’s such a 

shortage of spaces?”

“We’re 300 ft above sea water and it floods - drains 
are blocked and water flows down the hill.”

GETTING AROUND – TRAFFIC AND PARKING

Asheridge Road and the wider road network needs 
consideration to alleviate concerns of condition (pot holes), 
access, congestion and parking. Parking is a real concern in the 
area locally. Residents are aware of the use of side streets as rat 
runs at certain times of the day. Sufficient parking should be 
provided on site and traffic surveys undertaken to understand 
the extent of the impact of additional cars on the neighbouring 
road network. There’s scope to look at a more joined up 
approach to cycling to and from the town centre.

“You’ve got to sort Asheridge Road out first - the 
current parking situation makes access impossible to 

the estate that backs on to the site.”

The Vision for Asheridge Road, Chesham Community Planning process has been organised by JTP, architects and masterplanners, 
for Shaw Corporation, on behalf of Matterhorn. If you would like any more information please visit www.jtp.co.uk or contact 

Charles Campion, JTP, at community@jtp.co.uk or on Freephone: 0800 0126 730




