local context and amenities
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Tesco’s / Boots Local Centre, Wimbourne Place, NN11 0XY

2

Icon / Abby Retail Centre

Ashby Fields Primary School, Ashby Fields.
This is an urban primary school and has approx 404
pupils with 195 boys and 209 girls
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Daventry Town Centre

4

Convenience Store

Primary School, Monksmoor (proposed)
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The Parker E-Act Academy, Ashby Road.
This is an urban secondary school and has approx 1164
pupils with 558 boys and 606 girls

1

Welton Road Allotments (two areas)

2

Drayton Grange Football Club

Falconer’s Hill Community Junior School Ashby Road.
This is a mixed sex urban primary school and has approx
243 pupils with 127 boys and 116 girls
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Ashby Road Youth Club and Community Facilities

4

Community Centre, Monksmoor (proposed)

7

Daventry University Technical College

5

Ford Sports Social Club

8

New college confirmed (off Eastern Way)

6

Daventry Leisure Centre

7

Hotel

Major Employment Opportunities
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Drayton Fields Industrial Estate

2

Royal Oak Industrial Estate

Public Open Space

3

Daventry Town Centre

1

Spinney Woods and associated POS

4

Long Marsh Industrial Estate

2

Ashby Fields POS

5

DiRFT

3

Drayton Reservoir

4

Daneholme Park POS

5

Ashby Road POS

6

Monksmoor POS (proposed)

7

Daventry Reservoir and Country Park
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Community Facilities

Falconer’s Hill Infant School, Ashby Road.
This is a mixed sex urban primary school and has approx
195 pupils with 107 boys and 88 girls

6

1

Welton C of E Primary School Well Lane, Welton.
This is a mixed sex rural primary school and has approx
116 pupils with 58 boys and 58 girls
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Local Retail

1

Monksfield Surgery, 1 Wimbourne Place, NN11 0XY

2

Monksmoor Medical Facility (proposed)

3

Abbey House Surgery

4

Danetree Hospital

Education
The primary school closest to the site is the Ashby
Fields Primary School. A new 2 form entry primary
school will be built at Monksmoor.

Landform has undertaken consultation with
Northampton Council County Education Services.
In mitigating the proposed development and
ensuring education services are maintained
to a high standard, NCC is seeking a financial
contribution from Landform towards the expansion
of existing schools within the area at both primary
and secondary level. Using the current proposed
housing mix, this contribution will be in excess of
£3,000,000.

A new school site will not be requested because
the development is expected to generate less than
1 form entry worth of pupils. The County Council
has a policy where they do not build schools smaller
than 2 form entry.

Local Retail Centre

Daventry University Technical College

Public open space between the site and Lang Farm

Convenience store in Middlemore

Phoenix Youth Centre

Grand Union Canal towpath

Ashley Fields Primary School

Monksfield Surgery

Mickle Well Park Daventry

surveys and environmental assessment
Archaeology

Interpretation - Overview

The landscape around Daventry contains a number
of well known archaeological sites such as Borough
Hill and the Roman town at Bannaventa on the
Roman Watling Street. However, much less well
known are the many small and less obvious subsurface archaeological sites that occur across the
landscape evidencing late prehistoric (late Bronze
Age/Iron Age) and Roman farming and settlement.
As part of established planning application
procedures, a desk-based assessment has been
researched which draws together all the information
about the site and its surroundings. This identified
that, in addition to the site being extensively
ploughed in the Medieval period (evidence of
ploughed out ridge and furrow was noted on aerial
photographs), finds of pottery suggest a small late
prehistoric/Romano-British site here. As a result, a
geophysical survey and targeted trial trenching has
been undertaken to better understand the extent
and condition of this site.
Unfortunately, medieval and modern ploughing has
taken its toll, and the archaeological features are
quite heavily degraded, although deeper ditches
and pits still survive to give useful dating and other
evidence about this small farmstead settlement.
In this instance, despite the poor preservation
conditions, part of the site will be preserved insitu as a time capsule for future generations and
part will be excavated by archaeologists ahead of
development – adding useful new information about
the Roman hinterland of Daventry.

Arboricultural Assessment

Tree survey extract

The tree survey that has been carried out is
known as an Arboricultural Impact Assessment,
and is carried out to adhere to British Standard
BS5837:2012 “Trees in relation to design,
demolition and construction – Recommendations”.
This lays out a number of dimensions that need to
be measured such as the diameter of the tree stem,
the spread of branches in each of the four compass
points, height of the tree, clearance height of the
tree and the height and direction of the lowest
branch where it leaves the stem. Also assessed
during the survey is the age class, physiological and
structural condition and whether there is any tree
work required.
One of the key aspects of this assessment is
the category grading. Each tree, or tree group, is
assessed against a range of criteria set out within
the British Standard to place it in category A, B, C
or U. Category U trees are for those with defects
which mean that they have a safe life expectancy of
less than 10 years. Category A are for outstanding
trees, category B for good but not exceptional trees,
and category C for those trees that do not have
significant special features.
The proposed Master Plan would need to consider
the retention and protection of A and B grade trees
where possible. Of particular note are the skyline
trees on the northern boundary, Fonsil Wood,
Bridge Spinney and the Old Orchard trees over the
Welton Place Farm boundary. The farm hedgerows
across the site are considered to be of landscape
and conservation value and should be retained and
restored where possible. Any tree losses that are
required for development of this area would need
to be mitigated by replacement planting on a onefor-one basis and/or the creation of new woodland
features.

Existing trees - to be retained

Mickle Well Park Daventry

Existing mature trees - to be retained

Fonsill Wood - to be retained

surveys and environmental assessment
Ecology
Ecological survey work has been undertaken to ascertain the existing
ecological value of the habitats present within the site, and to
identify whether the site supports any protected or notable species.
The findings of the surveys will inform the design of the proposed
scheme in order to maximise the ecological value of the site postdevelopment and achieve significant enhancements for biodiversity
post-development.
The majority of the site currently comprises intensively managed
arable land, which is of negligible ecological value. Other habitats
present within the site which are of greater ecological value, such as
woodlands and hedgerows, will to be retained and enhanced under
the emerging development proposals. This will include the provision
of extensive areas of new landscape planting. It is considered that the
use of a planting scheme based around the use of native species of
local provenance, and including areas of new tree, scrub, hedgerow,
species-rich grassland and wetland planting is likely to result in
significant enhancements to the biodiversity value of the site over
the existing situation, and would be of benefit to a range of species
including bats, birds, reptiles and amphibians.
Detailed survey work has been undertaken in respect of protected
species, including surveys for Great Crested Newts, reptiles, breeding
birds and bats. The findings of the surveys have identified that the site
is of low ecological value in general, with interest limited to foraging
and shelter opportunities for bats and birds along boundary features.
Great Crested Newts were identified in an off-site pond to the south
and a single Grass Snake recorded within the site during the surveys.
Appropriate mitigation, wherever necessary, and specific enhancement
measures will be included within the development scheme in order to
retain existing opportunities and also achieve significant enhancements
for these species post-development.
No designated sites of nature conservation interest are present within
or adjacent to the site.

Conservation

Canal Conservation Area

The Grand Union Canal is located south of the site where it passes
in the Braunston Tunnel with the associated towpath at ground level.
In order to protect and enhance the canal and its surroundings it is
designated by a conservation area which stretches for over 32 miles.
The conservation area is narrowly drawn covering the canal itself and
notable canal related facilities such as aqueducts, boatsheds, wharves,
mileposts, and bollards, lock keepers cottages, ponds, clay pits and
canal side facilities. Woodland surrounding the canal is also included
within the conservation area, such as Bridge Spinneys, as it contributes
to the amenity and character of
the canal.
3

The proposed development will respect this designation, while
enhancing the character of the canal. Mickle Well Park offers excellent
opportunities for linkage into and enhancement of existing public
routes. Discussions with the Canal & Rivers Trust has identified
opportunities for enhancement of the existing towpath as it crosses
the site through improved surfacing and signage and also for improved
contiguity, through widening, of the cycleway/footway that runs past
their land alongside Drayton Reservoir.
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Existing towpath along Grand Union Canal and Braunston Tunnel
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transport analysis
Proposed Connections

New footpaths/cyclepaths
Improvements to existing footway
Pedestrian and cycle connection
Existing bus service 10 & 12
Possible bus route into site

Proposed Access Option from the A361 Ashby Road
Roundabout

To the west, a footway/cycleway connection will be made direct to the
A361 Ashby Road and the development will deliver an enhancement of
the footway/cycleway on Ashby Road and a new Pelican crossing on
Drayton Way, completing the route to the town centre.
To the east, a footway/cycleway connection will be made direct to
Welton Lane and the development will deliver an enhancement of the
footway/cycleway along Welton Road between the existing footway
and Lang Farm.
To the south, the development will connect to Lang Farm and the
existing footway/cycleway routes to the town centre. The site will
connect to the road network at the A361 Ashby Road. Options for
vehicular access are being discussed with NCC. These will be subject
to a road safety audit and capacity testing.

Mickle Well Park Daventry

landsCape proposals
The intension is to retain the existing trees and
hedges within the development. These existing
features will add to the character of the site and
will help inform public routes through the site that
connect with the existing open space to the south
and with Bridge Spinneys.
Besides creating a network of green routes within
and around the built form, there is an opportunity
to incorporate a variety of public open spaces to
offer a significant new network of recreational and
leisure opportunities. This could include play areas,
allotments and informal spaces rich in biodiversity.
An example of the type of landscape character we
hope to achieve is shown below.
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