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Key Themes (continued from front page)

Background

Soil, Stability and Drainage

VIVID and Guildford Cathedral are working on proposals for
new homes and enhanced public space on land near the
Cathedral in Guildford.

Thursday 23 January 2020

Community view: There were prominent concerns
regarding stability issues on the clay hill. Development
should aim to prove it will not negatively affect neighbours
or create any subsidence.
Drainage and run-off down Ridgemount is a problem that
we could reduce with attenuation and improve the green
space with water features and swales in a ‘blue collar’.

Local Distinctiveness

Community view: Roofscape must be varied and “craggy”
in keeping with the local character of Guildford – no
“boring cookie-cutter design”.
Buildings must step up the hill, interlaced with trees and
nature to minimise their visual impact and maximising the
long and short views to the “green collar” of the Cathedral.
“It should feel naturally part of the town.”

Proposed development should include an integrated
surface water drainage solution which reduces run-off from
the site and contributes towards biodiversity.

“How do you make green design distinctive to Guildford?”

Traffic and Congestion

Connections, Access and Parking

Vehicular access to the site is a contentious issue, with
many residents expressing a preference for access via
the existing Cathedral access over vehicular access on
Ridgemount and Alresford Road.

The scheme needs to deliver adequate parking that
minimizes pressure on local road parking. Sufficiently sized
modern car parking spaces should be provided as well as
strengthened infrastructure to encourage walking and
cycling into town.

Community view: Traffic has been reported as a significant
concern in Guildford. The development should aim to
minimise any additional pressure on local traffic and
congestion.

Some residents are concerned about construction, which
could last several years and could cause disturbance and
disruption.

“For elderly and disabled people getting dropped off in a
bus at the bottom of the hill is no use.”
“We want to encourage more joined up thinking rather
than that’s the development and that’s the Cathedral.”

The Cathedral

Nature and Biodiversity

The community wishes to see the Cathedral’s longer term
vision for integration that can in part be delivered through
this scheme, whilst also delivering needed housing.
“The Cathedral is all about life and creation. You have to
remember that.”

Community view: The site’s biodiversity is also seen as
valuable and new proposals will have to prove biodiversity
net gain and minimal habitat loss. Hedgerows and a
substantial existing tree buffer to the south of site should
be maintained and enhanced. This buffer should be kept
out of back-gardens to ensure its longevity; The Cathedral’s
location upon Stag Hill provides a prominent and symbolic
location within Guildford. Designs should aim to create
positive views from far and wide.
“You can have your own little oasis in your back garden.”
“Green living rooms.” & “Green living roofs.”

VIVID and Guildford Cathedral are committed to working
closely with the local community and appointed architects
and urban designers JTP to facilitate the Community
Planning process.

Following the Community Planning Day the team analysed
and summarised the outcomes and developed a design
concept for the site which was displayed at the report back
exhibition on 23 January. The exhibition can be viewed at
givemyview.com/guildfordcathedral.

In November last year JTP facilitated a Community Planning
Day which was attended by over 100 local people who

After the exhibition, the JTP team will assess comments
received, develop the proposals and prepare a detailed
planning application for submission in Spring 2020.

Community Planning Day, Saturday 30 November 2019

Key Themes (continued on back page)
After the Community Planning Day, the design team analysed and summarised the ideas people had, in order
to start shaping the proposals. The following key themes are a summary of the various discussions, design
workshops and online feedback that have taken place to date and represent the views of the community.

Local Needs and Affordable Housing

Community view: Housing affordability is a big problem
across Guildford, with some of the highest value homes in
the country outside London.
Affordability of the scheme is integral to its acceptance in
the local area and of its value to local residents especially
younger generations.
It is seen as important to have a true mix of housing and
respect the policies. Affordable housing should not be
in clearly designated areas and should be pepper-potted
across the site.

VIVID Identity Guidelines
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1. Standard logo
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viewed a background exhibition and took part in a dialogue
workshop and hands-on planning groups.

Community view: Some residents consider the Cathedral
to be currently inaccessible for elderly or disabled people
unless arrival is via car.

“The traffic is the big sticking point.”

Community view: There was some scepticism about how
the Cathedral integrates socially with the wider town.
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Landscape and Green Space

Community view: It is acknowledged that the existing
green space is not well-used due to lack of maintenance,
uneven access and overgrowth, there is a great
opportunity to create a direct link to the Cathedral through
an enhanced natural setting. There are worries about losing
the Cathedral’s green setting – its “green collar” must be
celebrated, retained and enhanced.
“Preserve the Cathedral’s green collar”
“Look at what you’ve got and keep as much as you can.”
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Concept plan with landscape principles
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Please note that all diagrams are indicative at this stage of the design process, so not all points have been finalised.

VIVID Identity Guidelines

The community planning process is being organised by JTP on behalf of VIVID and Guildford
Cathedral. For more information please visit givemyview.com/guildfordcathedral or
contact the community planning team on 0800 012 6730 (freephone).

Standard logo

Although we have a standard
version, the VIVID logo may appear
in two ways.
1. Standard logo
This is our first choice logo and should
always be considered above any other
option. If in doubt, always use this
version.
2. Stacked version
This version should be used, for
example, when the logo is displayed on
a narrow surface.

For further guidance
please contact the
Communications team.

